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THE  MODERN,  EFFECTIVE  FORMULATION 

New  formulation  Mu-Cron  works  effectively  in  two  ways  to 
relieve  tfie  misery  of  nasal  congestion  Eacti  tablet  contains  25mg 
of  pfienylpropanolamme  HCL,  combined  with  500mg  o 
paracetamol  Mu-Cron  tablets  are  a  medically  and 
pfiarmacologically  rational  treatment  for  sinus  and  nasal 
congestion  without  drowsiness,  and  the  relief  of  associated 
headache  and  facial  pain 

THE  MODERN  PRESENTATION  FOR 
PATIENT  COMPLIANCE  AND  SAFETY 

Mu-Cron  is  now  presented  as  a  single  dose  strength,  and 
in  an  easy-to-swallow  capsule  shape  Patient  compliance  is  significantly 
improved  with  this  new  presentation  Patient  safety  is  enhanced  by  new 
blister  strip  packaging  that  includes  dosage  instructions  on  each  strip, 
so  tablets  and  dosage  instructions  are  never  separated 


THE  MOST  POPULAR  ORAL  DECONGESTANT 

Independent  Chemist  Trade  Research  confirms  the  leading  position  held  by 
Mu-Cron  Since  1  959,  the  brand  has  been  firmly  established  as  a  significant  and 
trusted  name  in  OTC  medication  More  people  continue  to  choose  Mu-Cron  than  any 
other  oral  decongestant 

THE  MOST  CONSISTENT  SUPPORT  FOR  YOU 

Advertising  support,  featuring  both  TV  and  consumer  press,  at  the  right  time  and 
in  the  right  places,  forms  the  key-stone  of  Mu-Cron's  publicity  campaigns  Excellent 
in-store  displays  are  provided  to  support  these  campaigns  Consistently  high  profits 
on-return,  linked  to  high  volume  sales,  puts  more  money  in  your  till 
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COUNTER  PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION 

Mu-Cron    Product  Information  [P]  Presentation  Blister  packed  tablets  containing  phenylpropanolamine  hydrochloride  25mg  paracetamol  500mg  Indication  To  relieve 
symptoms  of  paranasal  Sinusitis,  nasal  congestion,  perennial  rhinitis  and  catarrh  Dosage  Adults  1  tablet  two  to  four  times  daily  maximum  4  tablets  in  24  hours  Caution  Do  not 
give  to  patients  with  hypertension,  hyperthyroidism,  diabetes,  heart  disease  or  those  taking  MAOls  Side-Effects  Rarely  dizziness,  headache 

Mu-Cron  Junior  Syrup  -  Product  Information  [P]  Presentation  1 00ml  bottle  of  pleasant  strawberry  flavoured  liquid  containing  phenylpropanolamine  hydrochloride  1  Omg  and 
guaiphenesm  25mg  per  5ml  Indication  To  relieve  the  symptoms  of  nasal  congestion,  rhinitis,  catarrhal  nasal  discharge,  catarrhal  cough  and  night  cough  Dosage  Children  2  to  6 
years  half  a  5ml  spoonful  6  years  up  to  1  2  years  one  5ml  spoonful  To  be  taken  up  to  five  times  daily  Caution,  Not  recommended  for  children  under  2  years  Side-Effects  Rarely 
dizziness,  headache 
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~]  The  nine  Northern 
Local  Pharma- 
ceutical Commit- 
tees comprising 
Region  No  1  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Services  Negotiating 
Committees  representative 
network  obviously  have  the  ear  of 
contractor  leadership.  Back  in 
October,  1983  they  proposed  a 
Pharmacists  Charter  (Vol  220 
pp617,668),  the  major  elements 
of  which  were  immediately 
seized  on  by  PSNC  chief 
executive  Alan  Smith  as  the  basis 
for  what  became  the  new 
contract  proposals.  Now,  just  as 
those  new  contract  proposals  are 
about  to  become  law,  together 
with  the  Regulations  governing 
their  day  to  day  use,  that  same 
Region  suggests  an  LPC 
Conference  should  be  called 
earlier  than  March  1987.  It  does 
so,  not  because  it  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  contract  (C&D, 
September  6,  p349)  but  because 
it  believes  the  DHSS  has  so 
diluted  the  new  contract  that 
unless  there  are  substantial 
"achievements"  in  phase  2, 
contractors  wiU  have  been  "taken 
to  the  cleaners"  and  emerge  from 
two  years  of  discussion  with  a  net 
loss  (Alan  Tweedie,  PSNC  rep, 
Region  1,  p468).  And,  wonder  of 
wonder,  his  voice  is  heard. 

First  PSNC  call  a  meeting  of 
LPC  representatives  to  discuss 


the  very  stuff  of  phase  2  contract 
set  out  in  Nuffield  and  the 
Primary  Health  Care  paper. 
Then  a  January  LPC  Conference 
will  hear  a  report  on  the  year- 
end  negotiations  on  the  1987-88 
balance  sheet,  and  pass 
resolutions  which,  PSNC  hopes, 
will  strengthen  their  case  for 
including  items  from  phase  2.  A 
far  cry  from  the  "all  or  nothing" 
March  Conference! 

PSNC  quite  obviously  has 
much  unfinished  business  and 
now  seems  anxious  that  the  delay 
m  implementing  the  contract  has 
adversely  affected  the  balance 
encompassed  in  stage  1  and 
stage  2  of  the  ongmal  proposals. 
The  450  or  so  pharmacies  that 
have  opened  up  in  the  last  18 
months  have  made  irrational 
location  the  norm  and  upset  the 
compensabon  "savings"  scheme. 
And,  while  PSNC  and  the 
profession  seem  prepared  to 


embrace  the  new  roles  outlined 
in  Nuffield  and  the  PHC  paper, 
they  now  say  that  to  provide  such 
cost-replacement  services, 
pharmacies  need  an  additional 
pharmacist  if  existing  m- 
pharmacy  supervisory  duties  are 
to  be  maintained. 

Region  No  1  was  right  to 
anticipate  the  fury  that  could 
have  followed  a  March  LPC 
Conference  that  rubber  stamped 
a  package  negotiated  in  too 
much  secret.  Whether  its  crystal 
ball  had  also  revealed  the 
Company  Chemists  Association 
mustering  for  attack  is  a  moot 
pomt  (Mr  Tweedie  and  Mr  Smith 
appear  to  use  the  same  one).  The 
spectre  of  a  minor  relocating 
leapfrogger,  and  pharmacists 
who  must  criticise  their  peers  m 
order  to  prove  their  opening  is 
"necessary  or  desirable"  under 
the  new  contract,  must  be  un- 
attracbve  to  the  profession.  What 
is  now  certain  is  that  the  grass 
roots  response  solicited  by  both 
PSNC  chairman  David  Sharpe, 
and  PSGB  president  Dr  Geoff 
Booth,  m  last  week's  Cc&D  Sup- 
plement "Pharmacy  —  the 
Future"  should  now  surface.  The 
profession's  leaders  must 
ensure  that  the  patients'  and 
pharmacists'  best  C\  "\\ 
interests  are  not  \\ 
drowned  out  m  the  :  \\  '] 
tumult.  L .. .,  ,  j  L.^ , 
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Contractors  get  'cash 
and  role  meetings 


Local  Pharmaceutical  Gammittees 
are  being  invited  to  send  two 
delegates  to  a  special  meeting  to 
discuss  the  Nuffield  Report  and  the 
Primary  Health  Care  paper  on 
November  10. 

And  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  has  decided  to 
bring  the  LPC  Conference  planned  for 
next  March  forward  to  January  11.  Both 
meetings  will  be  held  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  headquarters  at 
Lambeth.  It  is  a  "logistical  impossibility"  to 
call  a  conference  before  the  new  contract 
regulations  go  before  Parliament  as 
requested  by  Northern  LPCs,  says  chief 
executive  Alan  Smith. 

"The  Lords  will  be  debating  the  Bill  on 
October  15  and  there  is  every  indication  it 
wiU  pass  to  the  Commons  to  become  an 
Act  without  further  amendment,"  says  Mr 
Smith.  No  amendments  have  been  tabled 

Changes  made 
to  contract 
regulations 

The  draft  regulations  controlling 
entry  to  a  pharmaceutical  contract, 
currently  being  circulated,  are 
understood  to  contain  three 
significant  amendments  to  the  draft 
published  in  July  1985. 

The  onus  of  proof  for  a  person  wishing 
to  open  a  new  pharmacy  has  changed.  The 
old  draft  said  an  application  shall  be 
granted  unless  it  is  of  the  opinion  of  the 
pharmacy  practice  subcommittee  that  a 
new  pharmacy  was  neither  necessary  or 
desirable  to  maintain  adquate 
pharmaceutical  services. 

The  new  wording  is:  "An  application 
shall  be  granted  only  if  the  FPC  is  satisfied 
that  the  service  is  necessary  or  desirable." 
This  puts  the  onus  of  proof  on  the 
applicant.  PSNC  feels  it  will  give  a  tighter 
system  of  control  and  better  protect  the 
interests  of  existing  contractors. 

Another  amendment  seeks  to  allay 
worries  of  rural  pharmacists.  When 
considering  an  application  an  FPC  "shall 
have  regard  to  pharmaceutical  services 
already  provided  in  the  neighbourhood  by 
persons  whose  names  are  included  in  the 
pharmaceutical  list."  This  effectively 
excludes  dispensing  doctors.  Guidelines 
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to  the  contract  clause  of  the  NHS 
(Amendment)  Bill  so  far. 

The  November  meeting  will  be 
restricted  to  discussion  on  Nuffield  and 
primary  health  care.  The  January 
conference  will  take  resolutions  from  LPCs 
and  give  contractors  a  progress  report  on 
remuneration  negotiations  with  the 
Department  of  Health. 

"Any  resolution  passed  will  bring 
added  weight  to  our  discussions  with  the 
DHSS,  especially  on  items  in  phase  two  of 
the  contract,  which  we  are  now  insisting 
should  become  part  of  next  year's  balance 
sheet,"  says  PSNC  chairman  David 
Sharpe. 

Although  the  current  terms  of 
remuneration  will  remain  until  1987, 
PSNC  does  not  see  this  as  an  .obstacle  to 
implementing  the  control  of  entry 
regulations  and  is  pressing  the 
Government  for  early  introduction, 
possibly  on  January  1 . 


to  the  regulations  say  PPSCs  will  not  have 
the  locus  to  consider  any  aspect  of 
dispensing  by  doctors. 

PSNC  is  opposing  one  of  the  proposed 
changes  concerning  the  composition  of 
appeals  panels.  It  says  FPCs  shall  try  to 
ensure  that  at  least  one  of  the  three 
pharmacist  members  is  not  on  a 
pharmaceutical  list  and  is  not  employed  by 
a  person  whose  name  is  on  the  list. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  asked 
for  an  employee  pharmacist  to  be 
considered  to  prevent  a  closed  shop.  The 
amendment,  if  accepted,  would  exclude 
some  17,000  employee  pharmacists. 

Otherwise  it  is  understood  the 
regulations  are  substantially  the  same  as 
those  already  published.  However,  the 
date  for  implementation;  prior  financial 
commitment,  and  the  cut-off  date  for 
apphcations,  have  still  to  be  finahsed. 
PSNC  is  pushing  for  early  introduction  of 
the  regulations. 

Voluntary  levy 
sought  

PSNC  is  anticipating  that  a  motion  calling 
for  a  voluntary  levy  from  contractors  to 
provide  additional  compensation  for  those 
who  are  forced  to  give  up  their  business 
under  the  new  contract  will  be  put  to  the 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
Conference  on  January  1 1 . 


I  PSNC  wants'  list 
for  1986-87 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  has  told  the 
Department  of  Health  that  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a  rational 
judgment  on  the  supervision 
questions  thrown  up  by  the  Nuffield 
Report  until  an  additional 
pharmacists  allowance  is  available. 

"We  need  to  provide  a  situation  where 
expanded  professional  services  can  take 
place  without  losing  pharmacist 
supervision  in  a  premises,"  says  chairman 
David  Sharpe. 

Along  with  the  resolution  of  the 
notional  discount  problem  and  a 
supplementary  fee  for  scripts  with  above 
average  periods  of  treatment,  PSNC  wants 
provision  for  an  additional  allowance 
included  in  next  year's  remuneration 
package. 

PSNC  is  proposing  that  where  a 
pharmacy  dispenses  less  than  16,000 
scripts  a  year  adjustments  are  made  to  the 
terms  of  service  to  allow  the  dispensary  to 
close  earlier,  giving  the  pharmacist  time 
for  domiciliary  visits. 

For  between  16,000  and  28,000  items  a 
year  —  a  level  at  which  most  pharmacies 
employ  an  extra  pharmacist  for  part  of  the 
week  —  the  allowance  would  be  paid  on  a 
sliding  scale.  A  full  allowance  would  be 
paid  over  28,000  scripts  if  a  pharmacist 
was  employed. 

"It  is  a  cost  replacement  to  allow 
pharmacists  to  take  up  additional  duties. 
We  have  been  concerned  that  nowhere  in 
the  Primary  Heahh  Care  paper  is  there  an> 
mention  of  extra  resources.  It  is  totally 
unrealistic  to  expect  the  professions  to  take 
on  extra  duties  unless  additional  resources 
are  available,"  says  chief  executive  Alan 
Smith. 

The  Pharmacists  Review  Panel  has 
partially  upheld  PSNC's  case  on  notional 
salary.  Proprietors  notional  salary  for 
1984-85  has  been  increased  by  2  per  cent 
on  a  higher  level  base  to  10  per  cent.  This 
should  put  an  additional  £1.5m  into  the 


The  proposal  would  be  modelled  on 
one  put  forward  last  year  by  Mr  Ken  Sims 
(Dorset  LPC)  and  more  recently  by  PSGB; 
Council  member  Alan  Nathan.  It  might  : 
allow  for  compensation  after  the  initial  two 
year  period  agreed  with  the  DHSS  has 
past. 

PSNC  has  written  to  LPCs  stressing  thJ 
importance  of  assisting  affected  H 
colleagues  and  is  hopeful  a  continuing 
compensation  scheme  will  be  supported 
by  Conference.  I 
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CCA  says  *No 
guidelines,  no 
new  contract' 

The  Company  Chemists  Association 
has  written  to  PSNC  insisting  that: 
"...the  contract  should  not  be 
accepted  without  the  guidelines, 
□nd  until  contractors  and  the 
profession  as  a  whole  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  review  and  comment 
upon  the  total  package". 

Chairman  Keith  Ackroyd  says:  "We  do 
lot  see  how  meaningful  negotiations  can 
ake  place  without  them. 

"In  the  new  draft  Regulations,  a 
.lumber  of  changes  has  been  introduced. 
We  believe  it  is  of  particular  significance 
hat  the  burden  of  proof  of  necessity  or 
[iesirability'  has  been  transferred  from  the 
I'PSC  to  the  applicant  for  a  contract,  who 
vill  have  to  show  that  existing 
jharmaceutical  services  are,  in  some  way, 
leficient,  and  that  the  grant  of  a  new 
:ontract  would  rectify  this  situation. 
[Committees  will  have  access  to  all  the 
lecessary  quantitative  information,  but 
pplicants,  especially  those  who  do  not 
ave  the  resources  available  to  members  of 
iiis  Association  are  unlikely  to  be  able  to 
evelop  a  quantitative  case  "  Mr  Ackroyd 
oes  on:  "They  may  have  to  make  critical 
omment  on  the  services  provided  by 
How  pharmacists.  Such  action  might  be 
onsidered  to  be  a  contravention  of  the 
ode  of  Ethics." 

He  says  the  DHSS  acknowledges  there 
no  certainty  that  this  latest  draft 
egulation  will  prevent  leap-frogging  and 
lat  minor  relocations  will  be  approved 
ithout  seeking  comments  from  interested 
arties  —  the  mam  consideration  is 
hether  the  population  served  is 
ssentially  the  same  served  in  the  existing 
ication.  Could  the  minor  relocator  be  a 
ap-frogger?  The  answer  must  be  covered 
Guidehnes  to  the  Regulations,"  he  says. 
PSNC,  PSGB  and  DHSS  were  to  meet 
1  Thursday. 

Tariff  revision 

3NC  officials  are  incensed  at  an 
nendment  to  the  Drug  Tariff  by  the 
HSS  which  undermines  the  principle  of 
e  cost  plus  contract,  claims  chief 
lecutive  Alan  Smith.  Under  the  new 
larmaceutical  Price  Regulations  Scheme 
rangements  all  generics  (including 
anded  generics)  will  cease  to  be 
mtrolled  by  the  scheme  and  will,  m 
ture,  fall  under  the  Tariff. 
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"Let's  hope  they  don't  bring  their  leapfrogging  habits  over  here!' 


API  moves  on 
DHSS  judgment 

The  Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Importers  has  asked  the 
Department  of  Health  what  its 
position  is  on  the  question  of 
pharmacists  dispensing  a  drug  with 
a  different  "foreign"  brand  name 
from  that  called  for  on  a 
prescription.  Parallel  imported 
Eusaprim  dispensed  against 
Septrin  is  an  example. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  recently 
told  pharmacists  that  they  should  not 
substitute  PI  medicines  on  prescriptions 
calling  for  a  specific  brand  if  the  foreign 
name  is  different,  except  with  the  approval 
of  the  prescriber  or  m  an  emergency. 


Mr  Brian  Lewis,  API  chairman,  told 
C&D  that  the  move  is  costing  members  a 
significant  amount  m  lost  business. 

He  is  expecting  a  reply  from  the  DHSS 
within  the  next  week.  On  Tuesday  the 
Department  told  C&D  that  the  matter  was 
"still  under  consideration". 

The  API  has  told  the  Department  that  if 
it  takes  the  same  line  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  then  it  will 
probably  take  further  action.  This  is  likely 
to  be  a  request  for  a  judicial  review  if 
advice  from  the  Association's  counsel  is 
favourable.  "We  are  prepared  to  take  on 
the  DHSS  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  Mr  Lewis  told  C&D.  The  list  of 
Portuguese  and  Spanish  products  for 
which  UK  patent  holders  might  claim 
patent  protection  (see  C&D  last  week)  does 
not  affect  the  API  since  they  don't  handle 
products  from  those  countries. 


Compensation 
scheme  no  good 

The  PSNC  is  unhappy  about  the 
proposals  for  the  operation  of  the 
compensation  scheme  under  the 
new  contract  put  forward  by  the 
Department  of  Health. 

Under  the  scheme  proposed  by  the 
DHSS,  and  assuming  limitation  of  contract 
comes  into  effect  on  January  1 ,  1987  as 
PSNC  hopes,  pharmacists  would  only 
have  one  month  to  decide  whether  to 
relinquish  their  contract  or  not.  For 
compensation  to  be  paid  the  money  would 
need  to  be  included  in  the  '86-87  balance 
sheet  which  has  to  be  settled  in 
February. 

If  limitation  comes  m  after  February, 
then  the  pharmacist  can  claim  at  any  time, 
but  will  have  to  wait  a  year  before  the 
compensation  money  is  included  in  the 
balance  sheet.  And  since  this  may  be 
construed  as  a  "second  year  claim"  he  may 


get  only  half  the  original  amount. 

PSNC  IS  pushing  for  a  nominal  lump 
sum  to  be  included  in  the  '86-87  balance. 
"The  Committee  is  looking  for  a  simpler 
scheme  which  can  be  applied  regardless 
of  the  date  of  implementation." 

'AIRdo'atNPA 

A  competition  organised  by  the 
Association  of  Independent  Retailers  to 
find  the  independent  retailer  of  the  year,  is 
causing  concern  at  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

In  addition  to  a  national  award,  special 
awards  in  ten  categories  will  be  made 
including  one  for  chemists,  perfumers, 
and  health  shops.  NPA  director  Tim  Astill 
has  written  to  AIR  pointing  out  that 
pharmacists  must  abide  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Code  of  Ethics. 
A  competition  such  as  this  which  could 
lead  to  an  "invidious  distinction"  being 
made  between  two  pharmacies  which 
would  breach  this  Code. 
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Struck  off  for 
addict  supply 


Guild  negotiates 
17pc  for  grade  L 
plus  £1,000 

out-of-hours  

Proposals  for  a  17  per  cent  increase 
in  basic  grade  salaries.  6  per  cent 
for  other  grades  and  emergency 
duty  payments  ranging  from  £1,056 
to  £1,200  per  annum  is  to  be  put  to  a 
ballot  of  members  of  the  Guild  of 
Hospital  Pharmacists  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  accept. 

The  pay  offer  will  be  backdated  to 
April  1,  with  on-caU  payments  added  from 
the  date  final  agreement  is  reached.  On 
pay,  a  basic  6  per  cent  on  all  scales  is 
topped  up  with  an  extra  £800  on  basic 
grade  designed  to  aid  recruitment.  The 
new  basic  grade  scale  will  start  at  £8,232 
rising  in  £528  increments  to  £10,344.  The 
new  staff  scale  will  run  from  £10,296  to 
£13,680  in  £564  steps,  and  the  grade  3 
scale  from  £14,016  to  £18,816  in  £600 
steps.  The  extra  £800  wiU  not  be  backdated 
to  pharmacists  who  have  since  left  the 
NHS.  Basic  grades  of  five  years  standing 
will  get  an  extra  week  leave  and  special 
duty  payments  go  up  16  per  cent  to  £5.08 


per  hour  and  are  now  linked  to  the  bottom 
of  the  staff  scale. 

On  out-of-hours,  management  side 
have  conceded  a  payment  of  two 
incremental  points  for  pharmacists  of  any 
grade  offering  to  man  the  service. 
Participation  will  be  optional,  and  the  offer 
has  been  costed  on  50  per  cent 
acceptance.  "This  is  more  or  less  what  we 
wanted,"  said  staff  side  chairman  Bob 
Timson.  He  stressed  that  any  scales  were 
the  starting  point  on  which  further 
negotiations  would  be  built.  Agreed 
guidelines  as  to  the  on-caU  "commitment" 
required  —  another  GuUd  concern  —  will 
be  published  shortly.  "As  far  as  pay  is 
concerned,  while  the  £800  is  welcome,  we 
are  stiU  a  long  way  apart  on  the  claim  we 
submitted,"  Mr  Timson  said.  "We  will  be 
monitoring  the  effect  on  recruitment  and 
retention,  and  if  this  does  not  improve, 
more  money  will  be  necessary  next  year." 
Ballot  papers  wiD  go  out  shortly,  and  Mr 
Timson  hopes  to  get  a  result  in  time  for  an 
October  1  implementation  of  the  £800  top 
up  and  on-call  payments. 

Dr  David  Bird,  secretary  to  the  Guild, 
says  the  "significant  breakthrough"  is  the 
result  of  the  sustained  support  he  and  his 
colleagues  have  received  from  members 
so  far  this  year.  "Patients  need  reassurance 
that  the  hospital  pharmacy  service  will 
meet  their  needs.  We  always  knew  it  would 
take  a  few  years  to  achieve  that.  This  is 
stage  one,"  he  commented. 


Why  bad  Press, 
by  the  Press 

The  reason  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  gets  a  bad  Press  is  because 
of  the  state  of  the  NHS,  claimed 
Andrew  Veitch,  The  Guardian's 
medical  correspondent,  on 
Tuesday. 

The  industry  would  have  no  public 
relations  problems  if  health  service 
resources  were  not  being  cut,  he  told  a 
meeting  of  the  Institute  of  Pubhc  Relations, 
who  had  invited  him  to  speak  on  "Why  I 
am  a  critic  of  the  pharmaceutical 
manufacturers."  Journalists  would  be 
neglecting  their  duties  ii  they  did  not 
contrast  rising  drug  prices  and  profits  with 
falling  NHS  budgets,  he  said. 

A  glance  at  the  ABPI's  code  of  conduct 
committee  reports  suggested  there  was 
much  for  journalists  to  discuss  about  the 
industry's  marketing  practices,  he 
continued.  Publicity  surrounding  Opren 
would  continue  until  the  case  was  settled, 
but  if  the  manufacturer  had  agreed  to  a 
"no  fault  deal"  two  years  ago,  the  matter 
could  have  been  dropped.  And  there 
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would  soon  be  more  analysis  when  Labour 
published  its  drug  industry  proposals. 

Mr  Veitch  assured  his  audience  that  "if 
good  things  happen,  we  do  write  about 
them".  New  drugs  made  good  news  but 
there  had  been  a  dearth  of  genuine 
breakthroughs  in  recent  years  and  that 
was  another  reason  why  people  were 
sceptical  about  the  industry.  When  the 
new  generation  of  geneticaUy-engineered 
medicines  reached  the  market  he  believed 
journalists  would  be  more  discriminating 
in  their  reporting.  "The  days  of  reporting 
wonder  drugs  are  over,"  he  said.  "I  think 
we've  learnt  to  be  more  cautious." 

He  also  thought  the  drug  industry 
should  put  pressure  on  the  Government  to 
do  more  about  preventing  AIDS. 


■  A  new  video  has  been  released  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  on  the  vital  contribution 
pharmacists  make  to  primary  health  care 
rCTZ)  December  14,  1985  pi  110). 

Copies  of  "Your  Health  and  Your 
Chemist"  are  to  be  sent  to  each  LPC.  A 
tape  shde  presentation,  replacing  the 
current  one  (which  is  requested  about  400 
times  a  year),  is  available  for  those 
organisations  without  video  facilities. 


A  Bournemouth  pharmacist  was 
struck  off  the  Register  last  week  for 
supplying  drugs  to  an  addict  who 
claimed  he  needed  them  for  famine 
relief  work  in  Ethiopia. 

Mr  Wilfred  Harris,  76,  of  Albert  Road, 
Bournemouth,  was  also  found  guilty  of 
misconduct  for  failing  to  account  for  a 
large  quantity  of  Prescription  Only 
Medicines. 

Solicitor  Mr  Josselyn  Hill  told  the 
Statutory  Committee  that  the  matter  came 
to  hght  when  drug  addict  Christopher 
Cooke  was  interviewed  by  police  at  Old 
Manor  Hospital,  Salisbury,  in  May  of  last 
year.  The  addict  made  allegations  that  Mr 
Harris  had  for  some  years  been  supplying 
him  with  Heminevrin,  Sodium  Amytal  and 
Dalmane  without  prescription. 

When  interviewed  the  chemist  denied 
most  of  Mr  Cooke's  allegations,  but 
admitted  supplying  10  Dalmane  capsules. 
In  a  subsequent  letter  to  Society  inspector 
Joy  Winfield,  Mr  Harris  admitted 
supplying  400  Heminevrin  capsules.  He 
was  convicted  at  Bournemouth 
Magistrates'  Court  on  May  1  of  unlawfully 
selling  or  supplying  the  Heminevrin 
capsules  to  Mr  Cooke.  He  was  fined  £100 
and  ordered  to  pay  £150  costs,  said  Mr 
Hill. 

Mr  Harris  told  the  Committee  he  had 
been  running  the  Bournemouth  Pharmacy 
for  36  years  and  was  currently  selling  the 
business  and  retiring.  He  first  met  Mr 
Cooke  five  or  six  years  ago.  The  addict 
said  he  was  a  schoolmaster  in  the  Bath  area 
and  showed  no  signs  of  addiction. 

Mr  Harris  said  Mr  Cooke  visited  his 
shop  several  times  a  year.  On  the  last 
occasion  Mr  Cooke  said  he  was  planning 
to  help  one  of  the  famine  relief 
organisations  in  Ethiopia.  "He  said  he  had 
suffered  from  alcoholism  in  the  past,  but 
had  been  treated  successfully  with 
Heminevrin.  He  said  he  faced  the  threat  of 
taking  to  alcohol  again  in  Africa  and  asked 
if  I  could  get  him  a  supply  of  the  drug." 

Mr  Harris  said  he  referred  him  to  his 
doctor,  but  was  told  this  might  stop  him 
from  going  to  Ethiopia.  "I  offered  to  get 
them  for  him  as  a  generous  gesture,"  said 
Mr  Harris.  He  had  not  been  supplying 
drugs  to  Mr  Cooke  for  years.  Deficiencies 
among  his  drugs  records  were  the  result  of 
carelessness  on  his  part. 

Chairman  Mr  Edward  Sutcliffe,  QC, 
said:  "We  have  reached  the  decision,  not 
without  some  sadness,  that  it  is  our 
inescapable  duty  to  direct  the  removal  of 
your  name  from  the  Register". 

Mr  Harris  has  three  months  to  appeal. 
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■TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS^ 

by  Xroyser 


First  stage  won 
at  Immingham 

An  Immingham  pharmacist  has 
passed  the  first  stage  in  his  bid  to 
open  a  pharmacy  in  a  council  house 
next  door  to  a  surgery  (C&D, 
September  6,  p348). 

The  local  planning  committee  has 
recommended  that  Mr  J.  D.  Grant  be 
allowed,  subject  to  security  provisions,  to 
open  a  pharmacy  at  21  Worsley  Road  next 
to  a  surgery  at  23.  But  the  matter  has  been 
referred  to  a  meeting  of  the  full  council  on 
September  22,  because  a  council  member 
objected  to  the  proposal. 

Local  residents  opposed  the  plans 
because  they  feared  trouble  from  drug 
addicts  and  they  did  not  want  residential 
property  to  be  lost  from  the  estate. 

Foster  and  Plumpton  have  applied  for 
planning  permission  to  open  a  pharmacy 
at  19  Worsley  Road  but  their  case  has  not 
been  considered  yet.  Both  Mr  Grant  and 
Foster  and  Plumpton  already  have 
pharmacies  in  Immingham. 


Caught  out! 

Pharmacists  are  still  being  caught  out 
by  prescriptions  for  blacklisted  items, 
and  as  a  result  not  being  paid. 

A  survey  of  scripts  disallowed  in 
PPA  division  4  and  5  during  February 
and  March  show  common  sHp-ups 
(number  of  scripts  in  brackets). 

Ammonia  &  Ipecacuanha  mix  (44),  Ammonium 
Chloride  &  Morphine  mix  (31),  Asilone  tabs  250mg 
(106),  Ativan  tabs  Img  (32),  Bengues  Balsam  (40), 
Calpol  Six  Plus  susp  (96),  Codis  soluble  tabs  (62), 
Cytamen  1000  inj  (35),  DF  1 18  tabs  (49),  Distalgesic 
tabs  (36),  Dulcolax  suppos  (155)  Dulcolax  Tab  (46), 
Duphalac  syrup  (208),  Fortral  tabs  25mg  (35),  Karvol 
caps  (69),  Menthol  &  Benzoin  Inhalation  BP  (59),  Neo 
Cytamen  in]  1000  mcg/ml  (122),  Nitrazepam  caps  Smg 
(99),  Otrivme  nasal  drops  0.05%  (90),  Otnvine  nasal 
drops  0.1%  (40),  Otnvine  nasal  spray  0.1%  (31), 
Paracetamol  soluble  tabs  (86),  Paracodol  tabs  (39), 
Paramol  tabs  (38),  Pernivit  tabs  (197),  Pholcomed  linct 
(36),  Physeptone  linct  (49),  pyndoxme  tabs  slow 
lOOmg  (37),  Redoxon  effervescent  tabs  Ig  (33),  Rite- 
Diet  biscuits  (94),  Sennokot  tabs  (144),  Sterotyl 
alcoholic  solution  (101). 

Nearly  4,000  blacklisted  items  were 
dispensed  in  the  two  divisions.  The 
average  script  cost  in  England  in 
March  was  £4.92  (Wales  £4.62). 


More  PL(PI)s 

The  following  PL(PI)s  have  been  notified 
to  C&D  since  the  June  28  supplement. 
Whitworth  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

PL/4423/0135     Pevaryl  cream  1  per      Econazoie  nitrate  1  per 
cent  cent  w/w 
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Your  future... 
and  mine 

All  our  official  fortune  tellers  have  been 
corralled  into  a  gigantic  rodeo  of  future 
forecasting.  Because  I'm  a  single 
pharmacy  independent,  I  was  interested  to 
see  how  the  companies  would  respond  to 
the  invitation. 

R.G.  Drummond's  offering  seemed  as 
good  a  point  as  any  to  dip  into  the  ' 
"thinkings".  Having  read,  I  have  to  admit  I 
found  attractive  the  discipline  which  that 
company  suggests  it  already  maintains. 
One  of  the  advantages  which  company 
pharmacy  can  offer,  if  it  is  big  enough  to 
set  up  a  proper  upper  management  team, 
is  the  capacity  to  distance  itself  from  the 
running  of  an  individual  pharmacy  and  so 
make  policy  decisions  about  standards, 
and  then  make  sure  they  are  instituted.  The 
arguments  advanced  in  this  article  sound 
first  class  and  they  are  almost  a 
complacent  justification  for  multiples  until 
you  realise  that  all  they  are  saying  is  that 
they  go  along  the  principles  of  the  Nuffield 
report  and  can  make  sure  their  employees 
conform! 

I  know  perfectly  well  what  the  big  stick 
of  company  procedures  can  mean.  My 
feeling  is  that  the  individual  pharmacist  is 
the  one  who  should  institute  the  needed 
checks,  whether  employed  or  not.  The 
discipline  should  be  provided  by  an 
enlarged  (and  helpful)  Society 
inspectorate,  independent  of  any  company 
policy.  However,  as  an  independent  it  is 
salutory  to  be  made  aware  that  our 
multiple  competitors  are  behind  the 
recommendations,  and  mean  to  make  sure 
they  operate  in  their  pharmacies. 

David  Sharpe,  on  the  other  hand, 
reckons  he  is  going  to  be  provocative.  He 
suggests  pharmacists  should  be  paid  in 
future  on  some  sort  of  sliding  scale  system, 
with  points  gained  or  lost  according  to  how 
many  courses  you  take  (or  don't),  and  with 
more  points  if  you  pass  the  post-course 
exams.  Similarly,  youH  gain  if  you  take  on 
professional  responsibilities  beyond 
straight  NHS  dispensing  —  presumably 
like  blood  pressure  monitoring,  urine 
analysis,  and  patient  records.  It's  a  nice 
way  of  "carroting"  us  towards  a  wider  role. 


Conf  essionally .  • . 

At  this  point  I  break  away  from  comment 
on  specific  articles  and  start  bleeding  or 
bleating  m  public.  Thank  heavens  I'm 
anonymous,  because  behind  this  security  I 
can  come  clean  about  some  of  my  inner 
fears...  I  qualified  a  fair  while  ago.  I  was 
not  top  of  my  class,  being  better  with 


words  than  inorganic  chemistry.  But  I 
passed  and,  with  the  native  caution 
common  to  anyone  not  totally  sure  of 
himself,  plodded  away  in  hospital  and 
retail  pharmacy  acquiring  experience,  the 
most  important  bit  of  wisdom  being  to 
know  what  you  don't  know,  and  to  look  it 
up  if  in  doubt. 

This  candour  has  brought  me  the 
surprising  benefit  of  trust  from  my 
customers.  All  day  and  every  day  I  find 
myself  up  front  in  my  shop,  talking  and 
advising.  So  much  has  this  developed  that 
I  had  to  employ  a  technician  to  cover  my 
modest  dispensing  and  also  staff  to  ease 
some  of  the  clerical  load.  A  more  deeply 
satisfying  way  of  life  I  cannot  imagine.  Yet 
if  I  read  a -right,  this  is  what  Nuffield  is 
suggesting  we  should  be  doing. 

I  have  problems  at  the  odd  evening 
seminars  organised  by  Branch,  because  of 
the  lack  of  depth  in  my  pharmaceutical 
education,  and  my  capacity  to  forget  what 
I  have  tried  to  learn.  At  the  time  it  was  OK 
apart  from  those  superconfident  men  and 
women  —  the  kind  I  always  admire 
deeply.  I  suspect  my  shght  apprehension 
at  being  stuck  in  front  of  a  critical 
audience  is  not  mine  alone.  The  PSGB's 
recent  trial  run  re-education  courses  will 
find  an  enthusiastic  reception,  not  just  for 
their  inherent  excellence,  but  from  our 
deep  gratefulness  at  being  given  the  right 
help  at  the  right  time. 

GP  help  system 
—  a  suggestion 

An  area  where  I  have  long  felt  we  could  be 
of  help  IS  to  have  an  organised  system  of 
feedback  of  information  to  the  local 
surgeries.  In  a  way  I  am  suggesting  a  sort 
of  yellow  card  which  pharmacists  could 
pass  to  the  GPs  when  a  patient,  in  the 
course  of  discussion,  discloses  information 
which  might  help  the  GP  in  future 
treatment.  We  spend  far  more  time  with  the 
patients  than  most  doctors.  And,  if  we  have 
developed  any  kind  of  rapport,  we  are  told 
far  more  than  the  GP  has  time  to  find  out! 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  people  to  come 
to  us  for  advice  on  their  medication  and  to 
disclose  facts  which  would  undoubtedly 
have  produced,  if  not  a  different 
diagnosis,  then  a  modified  treatment. 

While  I  contact  the  practices  on 
occasions,  it  is  difficult  to  get  the 
information  across  via  the  receptionist 
without  being  seen  as  critical.  My 
suggestion  to  improving  our  service  would 
be  the  production  of  a  fold-over,  sealable 
card  on  which  we  could  pass  information 
regarding  particular  patients  to  the  GP,  so 
as  to  be  seen  as  useful  agents  in  the  care  of 
his  patients. 

451 


■PREscRIPTIo^^::^^i 


Tilade  aerosol 

Manufacturer  Fisons  pic  Pharmaceutical 
Division,  12  Derby  Road,  Loughborough, 
Leics  LEllOBB 

Description  Metered  dose  pressurised 
aerosol  delivering  actuations  each 
containing  2mg  of  nedocromil  sodium 
Uses  Management  of  reversible 
obstructive  airways  disease  (ROAD)  in 
patients  of  a  wide  age  range.  Tilade  is 
intended  for  regular  prophylactic 
treatment  and  not  for  symptomatic  relief. 
ROAD  includes  bronchial  asthma 
(extrinsic  or  intrinsic)  asthmatic 
bronchitis,  late  onset  asthma,  exercise 
induced  asthma  and  bronchospasm. 
Tilade  improves  pulmonary  function, 
reduces  the  frequency  and  severity  of 
attacks  and  reduces  bronchospasm,  cough 
and  bronchial  hyper-reactivity.  Tilade  may 
be  given  in  addition  to  existing  therapies. 
When,  having  established  the  benefit  of 
Tilade,  it  may  be  possible  to  reduce 
concomitant  therapy 
Pharmacology  Tilade  is  a  new  chemical 
entity  which  markedly  inhibits  the  release 
of  inflammatory  mediators  from  a  variety  of 
cell  types  occuring  in  the  lumen  and 
mucosa  of  the  bronchial  tree.  Laboratory 
experiments  have  shown  that  it  prevents 
the  release  of  inflammatory,  chemotactic 
and  smooth  muscle  contracting  mediators 
which  are  preformed  or  derived  from 
arachidonic  acid  metabolism 
Dosage  Adults  (including  the  elderly)  and 
children  over  12:  In  initial  and 
maintenance  therapy  two  actuations  twice 
daily.  Where  necessary  this  may  be 
increased  to  two  actuations  four  times 
daily.  Children  below  12  Not 
recommended 

Contraindications,  warnings  etc  No 

specific  contraindications.  Few  side  effects 
reported,  chiefly  mild  and  transient 
headaches  and  nausea.  Some  patients 
have  reported  a  bitter  taste.  Though 
animal  studies  have  failed  to  reveal  a 
hazard,  caution  should  be  exercised 
during  the  first  trimester  of  pregnancy 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Packs  Each  contains  canister  in  adaptor 
mouthpiece  (£17.76  trade) 
Product  Licence  0113/0117 
Issued  September  1986 


Fucidin  in  30g 

The  topical  Fucidin  range  25g  tubes  are 
being  replaced  by  30g  tubes,  completing 
the  rationalisation  begun  with  the 
introduction  of  15g  tubes  for  lOg  in  May. 

The  new  30g  packs,  available  from 
September  22,  comprise  Fucidm  ointment 
(£3.70)  and  H  ointment  (£4.25),  Fucidm 


gel  (£4)  and  H  gel  (£4.60),  Fucidin  cream 
(£4.10)  and  H  cream  (£4.70)  and  Fucibet 
cream  (£5.35  all  prices  trade).  Leo 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Longwick  Road,  Princes 
Risborough,  Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP17  9RB. 


Miraxid  450  

Leo  Laboratories  are  adding  Miraxid  450 
tablets  to  their  range,  enabling  a  more 
convenient  one  table  twice  daily  dosage 
regimen  which  is  suitable  for  most 
patients,  says  the  company. 

The  new  tablets  are  white,  film-coated 
with  "139"  on  one  side  and  an  Assyrian  lion 
on  the  other,  and  contain  pivampicillin 
250mg  and  pivmecillinam  hydrochloride 
200mg  (100  £23).  For  full  details,  see  Data 
Sheet.  Leo  Laboratories  Ltd,  Longwick 
Road,  Princes  Risborough,  Ayleslbury, 
Bucks  HP179RR. 

Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  have  added 
Larapam  capsules  to  their  range  —  blue 
and  white  containing  lOmg  piroxicam,  (60 
£7.65)  and  blue  containing  20mg 
piroxicam  (30  £7.65).  Indications,  dosage 
and  administration,  side  effects  etc  as  for 
other  piroxicam  capsules.  Lagap 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Woolmer  Way, 
Borden,  Hants  GU35  9QE. 

The  Pulmicort  LS  (low  strength)  inhaler 

and  refill  canister  will  replace  the 
Pulmicort  paediatric  inhaler  from  October 
1.  The  composition  —  50  micrograms 
budesonide  per  puff  —  is  unchanged  as 
are  prices.  Pulmicort  LS  inhalers  will  be 
presented  as  a  combination  pack  with 
standard  and  collapsible  spacer  adaptors. 
The  adaptors  are  cream  coloured  to  assist 
differentiation  from  dark  brown  Pulmicort 
adaptors.  Astra  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Home  Park  Estate,  Kings  Langley,  Herts. 

Reactivan  tablets  are  no  longer  available 
from  Merck  except  on  a  named  patient 
basis.  The  company  will  now  only  send  the 
product  to  a  retail  pharmacist  or  doctor 
against  a  private  prescription.  Retailers 
can  be  invoiced  through  a  wholesaler  of 
their  choice  at  an  amended  price  (100 
tablets  £5.14).  E.  Merck  Ltd,  Four  Marks, 
Alton,  Hants  GU34  5HG. 

Conotrane  medicated  cream  has  been 
reformulated  to  contain  22  per  cent  w/w 
dimethicone  and  0. 1  per  cent 
benzalkonium  chloride,  and  will  be 
available  from  October  6,  in  a  50g  tube 
(£0.54)  and  450g  jar  (£3.02).  The  new 
formulation  continues  to  be  available 
through  pharmacy  only  (GSL)  and  is  NHS 
prescribable,  say  Boehringer  Ingelheim 
Ltd,  Southern  Industrial  Estate,  Bracknell, 
Berkshire  RGl  4YS. 


Cough  capsules 

Reckitt  &  Colman  are  test  marketing  a  new 
cough  product  in  the  Granada  region. 

Brontyl  comes  as  a  red  soft  gelatin 
capsule  containing  15mg 
dextromethorphan  in  an  oily  fruit- 
flavoured  base  sweetened  with  saccharin. 
The  outer  shell  is  impregnated  with 
menthol. 

The  product  has  a  Pharmacy 
classification  and  is  blister  packed  in  tens 
(£1 .49).  Brontyl  is  indicated  to  give  up  to 
four  hours  relief  from  dry  irritating  coughs 
per  capsule.  For  adults  and  children  over 
12  years  the  dosage  is  one  capsule  every 
four  hours  up  to  a  maximum  of  six  in  24 
hours.  It  is  suitable  for  diabetics. 

Advertising  is  due  to  break  in  the 
Granada  Region  towards  the  end  of 
November.  Each  pharmacy  in  the  area  will 
be  sent  a  counterprescribing  guide  on 
coughs,  consumer  POS  leaflets,  a  door 
sign,  shelf  wobblers  and  a  tower  display 
stand.  Reckitt  &  Colman  Pharmaceutical 
Division,  Dansom  Lane,  Hull  HU8  ZDS. 


Worm's  eye  view 

Reckitt  &  Colman  have  introduced  a  home 
hygiene  card  —  "How  to  help  rid  the 
family  of  threadworms"  —  for  worm 
infestation,  to  coincide  with  the  seasonal 
upturn  of  this  disease.  Pharmacists  may 
obtain  copies  and  a  pharmacy  dispenser 
by  writing  to  Pharmaceutical  Marketing 
Department,  Reckitt  &  Colman  Products 
Ltd,  Dansom  Lane,  Hull. 


Scaly  solution 

Pharmacia  are  introducing  a  range  of 
products  for  the  treatment  of  dry  skin.  The 
dry  zone  creme  (75g,  £2.95),  face  creme 
(60g,  £2.95),  and  body  lotion  (125ml, 
£2.95)  are  hypo-allergenic,  preservative 
and  colouring  free  and  available  through 
most  branches  of  Vestric  and  Macarthys. 
Pharmacia  Ltd,  Midsummer  Boulevard, 
Milton  Keynes. 


Corsodyl  in  300ml 

ICI's  Corsodyl  mouthwash  is  being 
repackaged  in  a  300ml  shatterproof  plastic 
bottle  (£1.80)  replacing  the  250ml  glass 
bottle  currently  available.  ICIplc 
Pharmaceutical  Division,  Alderley  Park, 
Maccleslield,  Cheshire  SKI 0  4TF. 


Cupal's  Diamond  foot  and  body  powder  is 
now  GSL  and  not  Pharmacy  only.  Cupal 
Ltd,  King  Street,  Blackburn,  Lanes. 
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AND  NOW 
ANOTHER  GREAT 
PROFIT-MAKING 
OPPORTUNITY 


FROM  B  D ! 


Following  the  rapidly  estab- 
lished marketing  success  of 
B-D  PLASTIPAK*and  B-DLO-DOSE* 
insulin  syringes,  Becton  Dickinson 
now  introduce  the  New  B-D 
Digital  Thermometer, 
60%  of  UK  households  do  not 
possess  a  clinical  thermometer  of  any 
type,  and  research  shows  that  consumer 
recognition  of  the  B-D  Digital  Thermometer's 
many  advantages  adds  up  to  an  out- 
standing sales  opportunity, 

Literally  millions  of  mothers  with  young 
children  will  be  reading  about  all  these 
advantages  in  a  host  of  major  magazines. 


Mother  &  Baby  Parents,  Woman's  0\a 
and  TV  Times  to  name  but  a  few.  And 
selected  areas,  85%  of  all  new  mums 
receive  a  special  incentive  through  a 
Bounty  Baby  Promotion.  The  whole  cai 
paign  will  run  for  a  full  9  months,  includi 


Fast  and  accurate 


Long  life  battery 


No  shal<ing  down 


Audible  self-timer 


Big  bold  display 


jjj*-"-'*'*       Virtually  unbreal<able 


Hygienic  protective  covei 


le  entire  winter  period.  This  Ineavyweight 
bmpaign,  plus  the  proven  marketing  drive 
Becton  Dickinson,  means  big  sales  and 
ctra  profits  for  you. 

So  don't  miss  out.  Stock  the  new  B-D 
Igitol  Thermometer  now.  Your  customers 
|ll  be  asking  for  it  by  name. 

lEW  B  D  DIGITAL 
HERMOMETER 

ife,  fast,  and  easy  to  read 


BECTON 


r„  'B-D,  PLASTIPAK  ond  LO-DOSE  ore 

IN  tecton  Dickinson  UK  Limifed,  Between  Towns  Rood.  Cowley.  Oxford  OX4  3LY  Tel,  0865  777722  trademarks  of  Becton  Dicunson  s  company 


COUNTERPOINTS 


The  acid  test  for 
Gastrils 

Reckitt  &  Colman,  who  have  taken  over 
the  marketing  and  distribution  of  Gastrils 
antacid  pastilles  from  Ernest  Jackson,  are 
test-marketing  a  reformulated  pastille 
product  in  the  London  television  area, 
with  a  view  to  a  national  launch  in  1987. 

New  Gastrils,  which  retain  the  original 
active  ingredients,  are  available  m  three 
sizes;  a  16g  plastic  tube  (£0.44)  and  40g 
(£0.76)  and  80g  (£1.44)  carton  packs.  The 
packs,  designed  for  the  brand's  new  OTC 
target  market,  all  carry  the  "sword  and 
circle"  motii.  Test  marketing,  continues  in 
the  London  area  with  "Acid  Tiger" 


television  advertising  until  October  3, 
boosted  by  consumer  sampling. 

Patricia  Anderson,  senior  product 
manager,  claims  that  "new  reformulated 
Gastrils  was  enthusiastically  received  in 
consumer  trials",  and  the  company  is 
convinced  the  new  pastile  format  will 
prove  a  winner  in  the  £27m  self-medicated 
indigestion  market. 

Original  Gastrils  have  been  withdrawn 
from  sale  nationally,  and  any  pharmacists 
holding  residual  stock  can  obtain  a  refund 
by  returning  it  direct  to  the  consumer 
service  department,  Reckitt  &  Colman 
Pharmaceutical  Division,  Dansom  Lane, 
HullHU87DS. 


Dunbee  cold  this 
Winter 

Dunbee  Consumer  Products  are  unveiling 
their  new  collection  of  Benjywear. 

The  main  feature  is  a  knitwear  range 
including  balaclavas,  bobble  hats,  baby 
dresses,  junior  jumpers  and  a  two-piece 
suit  in  non-shrink  acrylic. 

There's  also  a  multicolour  range  of 
mix-'n'-match  sets  made  up  of  either 
corduroy  dungarees  or  a  pinafore  dress 
with  a  choice  of  brushed  cotton  shirts.  The 
materials  are  washable  and  non-stretch. 

For  babies  under  12  months  Dunbee  is 
introducing  cotton  mitts  and  all-in-one 
wriggler  sets,  with  knitted  mitts  and  acrylic 
"walk-in"  sleepers  for  the  older  child. 

And  finally  Dunbee  are  re-introducing 
four  of  their  previous  designs  of  bibs  and 
coveralls.  Prices  start  at  £0.99  for  bibs  and 
rise  to  £8.99  for  a  dungaree  and  shirt  set. 
Dunbee  Consumer  Products  Ltd,  Slington 
House,  Rankine  Road,  Danes  Hill 
Industrial  Estate,  Basingstoke,  Hants. 


IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Stoppers  Tobacco  Smokers  lozenges  will  now  be  available  from  the  Stoppers 
Company  Limited,  its  representatives  and  reputable  wholesalers.  To  order 
stock  telephone  039  130  787/602  or  post  the  coupon  below  for  dispatch  by 

return  of  post. 


DISPENSER  OF  30  LOZENGES:  R.R.P.  £1.25 
OUTER  OF  24  DISPENSERS  £18.24  +  VAT 

SPECIAL  OFFER 

Order  5  outers,  receive  1  free. 

10%  discount  for  cheque  with  order. 


The  STOPPERS  COMPANY  Ltd 

2  A  &  B  Taylors  Lane  Industrial  Estate,  Pilling,  Lanes. 
PR3  6AB 


r 


Please  send  me  (      )  outers  of  Stoppers 


Name  . .  . . 
Company 
Address. . 


Tel:, 


The  STOPPERS  COMPANY  Ltd 

2  A  &  B  Taylors  Lane  Industrial  Estate,  Pilling,  Lanes. 
PR3  6AB 
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From  this  moment  his  time 

is  yours. 


Time  spent  giving  chemists  a  better 
service. 

A  service  that  concentrates  on 
stocktaking,  merchandising,  sampling  and 
individually  tailored  sales  promotions.  A 
service,  developed  from  thorough  training 
methods,  that  makes  Phillips  salesmen 
much  more  than  mere  order  takers. 

And  he's  just  one  addition  to  l^hillips 
expanded  national  sales  force.  A  force  that 
has  been  re-organised  to  give  you  the  total 
back-up  and  dedication  vou  need. 

From  a  company  which  is 
determined  to  build  on  the  Phillips 
Healthcare  reputation  with  new  profitable 
products,  we  are  offering  vou  a  committed 
service  from  a  trusted  nan^ie. 


It's  the  right  name.  It's  the  right 
service.  It's  the  right  time. 

For  further  information  please 
contact  Iain  Ledingham,  Sales  Director. 

The  Phillips  range  includes. 
Brewers  Yeast,  Tonic  Yeast,  Iron  Tonic. 


Health  Care 


Phillips  Yeast  Products  Ltd.,  Park  Royal  Road,  London  NWIO  7JX. 


For  baby  and 
mum's  benefit 

Cannon  Baby  safe  are  launching  the 
Avent  breast  pump  (around  £12). 

Designed  for  use  with  the  wide  necked 
Avent  nurser  the  pump  features  a  gentle 
action  trigger  mechanism  which  the 
company  says  makes  it  the  only  manual 
breast  pump  suitable  for  one-handed  use. 
It  is  made  from  clear  polycarbonate  with 
stainless  steel  and  designed  to  dismantle 
easily  for  cleaning  and  sterilising  by  either 
the  cold  water,  boiling  or  steam  methods. 

In  addition  to  the  Avent  nurser  with 
teat/ring  and  dormal  cap,  a  screw  lid  is 
also  included  so  milk  may  be  expressed 
into  the  nurser  and  stored  immediately  in 
the  fridge  without  the  need  to  transfer  it  to 
another  sterilised  container.  A  secondary 
breast  shield  is  also  provided  for  comfort, 
and  the  pump  comes  with  instructions  and 
advice. 

To  emphasise  their  commitment  to  the 
mother  who  wants  to  breast  feed.  Cannon 
are  co-operating  with  the  La  Leche 
League  in  the  republishing  of  an 
information  leaflet,  "Working  and 
Breastfeeding  —  Practical  Hints."  Cannon 
Babysale  Ltd,  Lower  Road,  Glemslord, 
Suffolk. 

October  offers 
from  Unichem 

Unichem's  next  Passport  to  Riches 
promotion  runs  from  October  1-31.  The 
products  are: 

Colgate  toothpaste;  Cream  Silk  conditioner;  Delrosa; 
Disprin;  Disprol  junior;  Dr  Whites  panty  pads;  Gillette 
Blue  II;  Contour;  Foamy;  special  shaving  creams; 
Karvol;  Kodak  stockbox;  Lil-lets;  L'Oreal  Freestyle 
mousse;  Nice  'N'  Easy;  Poly  Foam  perms;  Seven  Seas 
cod  hver  oil;  Silkience  styling  aids;  Strepsils; 
Wilkinson  Sword  Double  Edge  and  Profile. 

Profit  Power  items  for  October  are: 

Alberto  Natural  Silk  rich  ioam  bath,  moisturising  bath 
cream,  Sillc  haircare  launch  pack,  V05  hot  od,  styling 
gel  and  styUng  mousse;  Aqualresh  toothpaste; 
Beechams  hot  blackcurrant;  Bic  razors;  Bodylorm; 
Buttercup  cough  syrup  and  sweets;  Catarrh-Ex; 
Chupa  Chups;Clearblue  pregnancy  test  professional 
pack;  Corimist;  Com  Silk  compressed  face  powder 
and  loose  face  powder;  Cossack;  Dequacaine; 
Dequadin;  Dr  Whites  Allday  panty  liners;  Duracell 
hearing  aid  batteries;  Effico  tome;  Eylure  nailcare 
merchandiser;  Femmax;  GaUoways  cough  syrup; 
Grizzly  bars;  Hahborange;  Halls  mentholyptus 
stickpads;  Headlines  shampoo;  Imperial  Leather 
soap;  Impulse  moisturising  body  mousse;  Kleenex 
regular,  boutique,  cotton  wool  pads;  L'Oreal 
Freestyle  hairspray;  Lucozade;  Mac  mmt  lozenges; 
Mangold  gloves;  Milk  of  Magnesia;  Minadex;  Mudd 
mask;  Natrena;  Nutracare;  Nylax;  Odour  Eaters; 
Owbridge  cough  mixture;  Palmolive  Rapid  shave 
foam;  Panadeine  Co;  Pears  soap;  Progress;  Punch  Si 
Judy  childrens  toothpaste;  Radox  shower  mousse; 
Revlon  Flex  conditioner,  shampoo  and  hairspray; 
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Ribena;  Seabond;  Stain  Devils  display  unit;  Studio 
Line;  Sunsilk  hairspray,  shampoo,  styling  mousse  and 
styling  mousse  composite  unit;Supersoft  direct  spray 
mousse,  hairspray;  Tom  perms;  Vaseline  Intensive 
Care  lotion;  Whistling  Pops  and  Wrights  vapouriser 

Sundries  for  the  month  are: 

Addis  Mousse  Machine;  Benjy  babywear;  Blue 
Blazers  cosmetic  brush  range;  Croydex  bathroom 
range;  Denman  brushes  &  professional  combs; 
Feverscan;  Griptight  nursery  range;  holdalls  & 
cosmetics  bags;  Oral  B  toothbrushes;  Playtex  range; 
Salter  scales;  SchoU  Lite  Legs;  Sparklet  bulbs,  and 
syphons  and  cream  whipper;  Tomme  Tippee; 
Unichem  manucure  and  Wisdom  toothbrushes. 

Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessington,  Surrey. 

Compleat  cap  of 
cod  liver  oil  

Healthcrafts  are  launching  Compleat  cod 
liver  oil  capsules  which  they  say  offer  100 
per  cent  of  the  UK  recommended  dose 
vitamins  A  and  D  in  one  capsule.  The 
product  (90  caps,  £2.99),  is  available  in 
cases  of  six.  Booker  Health  Foods  Ltd, 
Healthways  House,  45  Station  Approach, 
West  Byffeet,  Surrey. 


Femininew  

Unichem  has  introduced  a  new  range  of 
feminine  protection  products  comprising 
slimline  (10,  £0.48),  regular  (10,  £0.39), 
and  super  press-on  towels  (10,  £0.44),  and 
panty  liners  (30,  £0.59). 

All  the  products  come  in  cases  of  24 
and  in  October  will  have  9p  off  shmline, 
6p  off  regular  and  8p  off  super  and  panty 
liners.  Unichem,  Unichem  House,  Cox 
Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey. 

In  the  Mood  for 
fragrant  rooms 

Reckitt  Products  are  to  launch  Moods,  a 
range  of  room  fragrances  under  the  Haze 
brand  name. 

Described  as  "as  different  to  air 
fresheners  as  deodorants  are  to  perfumes". 
Moods  are  aimed  at  "the  more 
sophisticated  householder".  The  range 
comprises  three  fragrances,  spring 
morning,  summer  day  and  autumn 
evening,  presented  in  shmline  aerosols 
with  colour  illustrations  suggesting  the 
mood  to  be  created  (£0.79). 

A  £2m  national  television  advertising 
campaign  will  start  in  December  and 
continue  until  Febuary,  with  a  PR 
campaign  aimed  at  the  women's  Press  and 
radio  programmes  running  at  the  same 
time.  Reckitt  Products,  Reckitt  House, 
Stoneferry  Road,  HuU  HU8  8DD. 


Carmen  all- 
rounders  roll  out 

House  of  Carmen  have  launched  their  new 
collection  for  Autumn  and  Winter,  backed 
by  a  national  women's  Press  campaign. 

Freestyle  is  an  independent  styling 
brush  that  needs  no  gas.  It  can  be  used 
direct  from  the  mains,  while  the  charge  is 
retained  for  later  independent  use,  or  it 
can  be  recharged  overnight  from  its  own 
multi-voltage  charge  unit  (£17.99). 

Hot  Spots  are  a  dual  voltage  hairdryer 
and  a  hot  air  brush  styler  in  jade  or  cerise, 
packed  in  a  see-through  drawstring  bag 
which  is  spotted  in  white  (£9.95  each). 

Blow  "n  Style  is  a  hairdryer  and  styling 
brush  combined  which  styles  hair  from  the 
towel-dry  stage  (£11). 

Two  Heat  24's  is  a  set  of  24  heated 
rollers  with  variable  heat  control.  The 
lower  heat  setting  is  for  fine  hair  or  styling 
which  requires  soft  shaping,  not  curl.  The 
second  heat  is  for  styles  which  need  curl 
and/or  volume  and  for  straight  hair 
needing  extra  heat  (£26) . 

Smoothie  is  a  battery  operated  ladies 
shaver  with  a  double-edged  shaving  head, 
a  foil  attachment  for  smoothing  and  a 
travel/storage  bag  (£10.95). 

Double  page  advertisements  will 
appear  in  women's  weekly  and  monthly 
magazines  from  mid  October  until  January 
1987,  at  a  cost  of  £300,000.  Products 
featured  throughout  the  campaign  are 
Freestyle,  Blow  'n  Curl  and  Blow  'n  Shape. 
House  of  Carmen,  St  George  House, 
Station  Approach,  Cheam,  Surrey. 


Puf  f  iness  gel 

Elizabeth  Arden  are  introducing  puffiness 
calming  eye  gel.  The  formula  is  aUergy 
tested  and,  fragrance-free.  It  will  be 
available  from  November  at  £12  (15ml). 
Ehzabeth  Arden  Ltd,  13  Hanover  Square, 
London,  WIROPA. 
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BRIAN  HURST 

J.  H.  Hurst  (Chemists)  Ltd., 

Ripley,  Derbyshire. 

Liberty  print  quality 
is  superb  -  wliether  I  do 
mini-prints,  3V2",  4"  or 
5"  X  7'.  The  macliine  is 
so  flexible! " 


PETER  JEFFRIES 

Berkshire  Camera  Centre,  Reading. 
'<  Since  we  Ve  had  the  Liberty, 
we  are  175%  up  on  last  year's 
d&p.  Not  bad!!  And  it's  all 
down  to  quality! " 


KEITH  JONES 

Snap  Shots,  Cheltenham. 
^^I'm  genuinely  surprised  at 
how  rapidly  I've  established 
a  profitable  business  with 
my  Liberty. " 


What  they  re  all  saying 
about  the  big  profit  Mini-Lab 


They're  singing  the  praises  of  Liberty.  Hope's 
spectacularly  successful  colour  photo  system. 

Install  it  in  your  shop  and  you  can  start  coun- 
ting the  extra  profits.  Right  from  the  first  hour. 

Because  Liberty  offers  the  photoprint  options 
your  snap-happy  customers  ask  for. 

Liberty  takes  up  so  little  space  -  with  a  choice 
of  waterless  or  conventional  systems.  With  its 
sophisticated  computer  it's  easy  to  learn  and  run. 
I  And  with  Liberty  you  can  generate  a  lot  more 
store  traffic  and  extra  mainstream  business  too. 
For  a  combination  of  reliability,  flexibility, 


With  Hope  as  your  partner 
you  get  a  full  supporting 
package  including  eye- 
catching point-of-sale  items, 
comprehensive  and  on-going 
training  and  nationwide 
technical  back-up. 
Exactly  what  you'd  expect 
from  a  company  with 
Hope's  international 
reputation 


profitability  and  sheer  print  quality.  Liberty  leaves 
other  systems  way  behind. 

All  of  which  is  independently  confirmed  by  the 
enthusiastic  comments  from  our  3  photo  partners 
shown  above. 

So  if  you're  a  photo  collection  point  that  wants 
to  bring  the  processing  (and  more  of  the  profits) 
in  house,  or  you're  ready  to  move  up  from  a  less 
profitable  system,  or  you're  new  to  photo 
processing,  contact  Hope  now. 

We'll  give  you  all  the  facts,  the  figures  and  the 
finances  on  Liberty. 


I 


To  John  Harrison,  Hope  Industries  UK  Ltd ,  Northbndge  Road, 
Berkhamsted,  Herts  HP4  1EH  Tel  (04427)  74792 

□  Please  send  the  facts  on  Liberty 

□  Please  arrange  for  a  sales  representative  to  call 
Q  Id  like  to  see  a  demonstration 

Name  


"1 


CD 


-your 

photo 
partner 


I  Position  

I  Company . 
I    Address  _ 


. Phone . 


LtKEirinr 

One  hour  daylisht  colour  photo  system 


COUNTERPOINTSl 


New  French 
skin  duo 


Esterlac  is  a  new  company  set  up  to 
distribute  and  promote  the  Jean  d'Estree 
and  Lierac  skin  care  ranges. 

The  products,  made  in  France,  were 
formerly  only  available  through  salons. 
Esterlac  aim  to  widen  distribution  to 
chemists  and  department  stores.  Director 
Mac  Littlewood,  said:  "Women  often  want 
to  use  the  products  they've  tried  on  salon 
visits,  but  they  don't  like  to  walk  into  a 
salon  just  to  buy  a  tube  of  cream." 

Esterlac  say  both  ranges  are  well 
estabhshed  in  France.  They  are  aimed  at 
the  more  mature  user,  who  still  likes  to 
experiment  with  colour.  The  skin  care 
products  are  aimed  at  very  specific  needs, 
so  Esterlac  are  offering  a  morning's  free 
product  training  to  chemist  assistants. 
Lierac  products  include  phytolastil  phials 
and  gel  (£20.20  and  £18. 15),  for  stretch 
marks,  Creme  CorporeUe  (75ml  £22. 10), 
and  five  other  body  treatment  products. 
Jean  D'Estree  includes  four  specific  skin 
care  ranges,  StimUia  for  sluggish  skins, 
Normalia  for  oily  problem  skin,  Microlia 
for  dry  sensitive  skins  and  Ultranium  for 
wrinkled  skin.  Each  includes  cleansers, 
masks  and  moisturising  creams,  with 
prices  from  £9.90  to  £23.  There  are  also 
products  for  any  skin  type,  including 
Lactabel  make-up  remover  (200ml,  £9.20) 
and  Bon  Matin  day  cream  (40ml,  £7.90). 

Colour  cosmetics  comprise  sheer 
hquid  make-up  (£5.25);  pressed  powder 
(£7.45);  blush  powder  (£8.35);  powder 
eyeshadow  (£6.15);  waterproof  mascara 
(£6.60),  swivel  lipstick  (£4.85)  and  nail 
enamel  (£3.95).  Jean  D'Estree  also 
includes  two  fragrances  —  Afghane  for 
women  and  Jde  pour  homme  for  men. 

The  ranges  will  be  advertised  in  the 
women's  Press.  Esterlac  Ltd,  280  Balham 
High  Road,  London  SW177AL. 


Kitchen  hands 

Smith  and  Nephew  are  running  an  on- 
pack  promotion  with  Atrixo  hand  cream, 
offering  consumers  the  chance  to  win 
latchen  apphances  and  equipment. 

CaLed  "Around  the  kitchen",  the 
promotion  was  devised  with  the  help  of  the 
Good  Housekeeping  Institute.  It  features 


scratch-off  cards  with  true  or  false 
questions  about  household  facts.  The 
company  says  it  has  been  devised  in  such 
a  way  that  every  entrant  can  win  a  prize. 
The  competition  runs  from  October  until 
the  end  of  June.  Smith  and  Nephew 
Consumer  Products  Ltd,  Alum  Rock 
Road,  Saltley,  Birmingham  B83DY. 


Swipe  me! 


Collingham  Marketing  have  developed  an 
insect  repellent  in  tissue  wipe  form. 

Swipes  come  in  packs  of  ten  sachets 
(£1.81).  Once  the  tissue  is  wiped  over  the 
skin,  the  repellent  should  resist  normal 
rubbing,  rinsing  and  sweating,  says  the 
company. 

The  product  has  been  test  marketed  in 
areas  in  the  UK  this  year,  and  Collingham 
are  now  seeking  to  widen  distribution. 
Collingham  Marketing  Ltd,  United 
House,  Collingham,  Newark,  Notts  NG23 
7NG. 


Aromateac 

Salus  UK  are  launching  a  new  range  of 
natural  aroma  teas  in  four  flavours: 
country  apple,  paradise,  twilight  and 
sunrise. 

Advertisements  will  feature  in  all 
leading  consumer  health  magazines,  and 
the  Sunday  Press,  with  the  slogan:  "Set 
your  taste  buds  alight  with  Salus  Aroma 
teas."  The  boxes  of  15  sachets  are  priced  at 
£0.95.  Salus  (UK)  Ltd,  ISRivington  Court, 
Woolston  Grange,  Warrington,  Cheshire. 


Spicy  brew  

The  range  of  enveloped  herbal  teas  from 
London  Herb  &  Spice  Company  has  been 
extended  with  the  introduction  of 
hmef lower  and  limef lower  and  mint.  Both 
are  presented  in  colourful  boxes 
containing  25  enveloped,  stringed  and 
tagged  bags  (£0.85).  London  Herb  & 
Spice  Company  Ltd,  18  Selsdon  Road, 
South  Croydon,  Surrey  CR2  6PA . 


Bounty-ful 

Sterling  Health  are  running  a  promotion 
on  Baby  Wet  Ones  featuring  broderie 
anglaise  baby  accessories. 

The  offer,  via  the  Bounty  bag,  invites 
mothers  to  send  two  cap  seals  with  their 
order,  so  saving  at  least  15  per  cent  on 
every  item  in  the  Premier  Collection. 
Sterling  Health,  1  Onslow  Street, 
Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  4YS. 


First  fruits  for 
Creighton 

Creighton  Laboratories  are  introducing  a 
range  of  tangerine-fragranced  products. 

The  range  comprises  bath  gel  (200ml 
£2.60,  I4ml  £0.33);  bath  oU  (150ml  £2.99, 
14ml  £0.33);  frequent  wash  shampoo 
(200ml  £1.89,  14ml  £0.33);  pure  vegetable 
soap,  individually  boxed  (lOOg  £0.95); 
bath  seeds  (30g  £0.45,  gift  pack  of  four 
£1,80)  and  body  scrub  (150ml  £2.75,  14ml 
£0.33). 

Creightons  say  the  product  contains 
the  essential  oil  expressed  from  the 
tangerine  peel,  to  provide  a  truer 
perfume.  Creighton  Laboratories  Pic, 
Water  Lane,  Storrington,  Sussex  RH20 
3DP. 


Gifts  from  J&J 

Johnson  &  Johnson  are  giving  away 
sample  packs  of  baby  products  in  trial 
product  promotion  on  giant  sizes  of  baby 
lotion,  baby  powder  and  baby  bath. 

Baby  powder  will  come  with  a  75ml 
sample  of  baby  shampoo,  baby  lotion  with 
120ml  baby  bath,  and  baby  bath  with  lOOg 
baby  powder.  Packs  are  banded  by  a 
cellophane  sleeve  with  a  yellow  "free 
sample"  banner  on  the  front  of  the  packs. 
Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Brunei  Way, 
Slough,  Berks  SL2  4EA. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTVGtampian  U  Ulstei 

BBordei  G  Granada 

C  Central  A  Angha 

CTV  Channel  Islands  TSW  South  West 

LWT  London  Weekend  TTV  Thames  Telei 

C4ChanneM  Bl  TV-am 


STV  Scotland 
(central) 
Y  Yorkshire 
HIV  Wales  &  West 
iion  TVS  South 
TTTyneTees 


Arret:  G,C,TTV 
Askit  powders:  GTV,STV 
Bisodol:  STV,HTV,TVS,Bt 
Breakfast  Timers:  Bt 
Gucci  No.3  ecu  de  parfum:  AU  areas 

Imperial  Leather:  All  areas 

Jordan  toothbrushes:  All  areas 

L©  Clic  cameras:  TTV 
Listerine:  All  areas 

Niiroien:  All  areas 

Peaudouce  Babyslips:  Bt 
Pond's  dry  skin  cream:  AU  areas 

Radox  herbal  bath  salts  and  liquid:  All  areas 
St  Clements  soft  drinks: 

All  areas 

Silkience  Style  Set:  All  areas 

Simplicity:  All  areas, C4 

Vantage:  AU  areas 

VidalSassoon:  GTV,U,STV,Y,C,A, 
HTV,CTV,TSW,TVS,LWT,TTV,TT,C4,Bt 
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Beecham  rub- 
in  Rglgex 

In  time  for  the  heavy  sporting  season, 
Beecham  are  supporting  Ralgex  with  a 
£250,000  Press  advertising  campaign  and 
new  POS  material  and  promotional  offers. 

Advertising  starts  in  October  and  runs 
throughout  the  winter,  focusing  on  the 
national  Press,  including  the  Sunday 
Mirror,  Sunday  People,  Daily  Mirror, 
Daily  Express,  and  Sunday  Mail. 

A  10  per  cent  extra  free  Ralgex  cream 
will  be  available,  and  a  20  per  cent  extra 
free  spray,  and  new  shelf-edgers  highlight 


the  special  offers.  Show  cards  with  the 
slogan  "Ralgex  pain  away  fast"  are  also 
available.  Beecham  Proprietaries 
Medicines,  Beecham  House,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentlord,  Middlesex  TW8  9DB 


Hat-trick 


Chesebrough-Pond's  are  embarking  on 
their  third  advertising  burst  this  year  for 
Dry  Skin  cream. 

The  campaign  begins  on  September  8 
with  the  ten  and  30  second  commercials 
running  for  four  weeks,  with  a  £600,000 
spend.  The  company  estimate  that  the 
advertisment  should  reach  their  target 
consumer  four  or  five  times  during  that 
period.  Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd, 
PO  Box  242,  Consort  House,  Victoria 
Street,  Windsor,  Berks  SL4  lEX. 

Arcadian  are  running  a  national  television 
campaign  for  Throaties  pastilles. 

The  adverts,  featuring  comedienne 
Patricia  Hayes,  will  break  in  January. 
Arcadian  of  Devon  Ltd,  29  High  Street, 
Crediton,  Devon,  EX173AP. 


Tea,  coffee  or 
Bovril? 

Bovril  are  launching  a  granulated  version, 
positioned  as  an  alternative  to  tea  and 
coffee.  Instant  Bovril  is  being  promoted  as 
a  healthy,  convenient-to-use  product, 
aimed  at  the  25-44  age  group.  It  is 
designed  to  attract  new  consumers,  rather 
than  compete  with  Bovril  paste. 

During  September  and  October,  a  20 
per  cent  extra  free  jar  will  be  available.  A 
£1.2m  national  television  campaign 
running  for  six  weeks  from  late  October 
will  stress  the  convenience  aspect  and  the 
product's  positioning  as  an  all-day  drink. 
Bovril  paste  will  also  be  receiving 
television  support,  prior  to  the 
introduction  of  the  new  product.  Bovril 
Ltd,  Southbury  Road,  Enfield,  Middlesex 
ENllYP. 

Delandale  Laboratories  products  will  now 

be  distributed  by  Farillon  Ltd, 

Bryant  Avenue,  Romford,  Essex  RM3  OPJ. 


YOU'LL  HAVE  TO  MOVE  FAST...! 


...both  on  and  off  the  court  as  the 
word's  'out'  on  the  LRC  Annual 
Pharmacist  Squash  Tournament. 

You  know  how  you  enjoy 
yourselves  at  this  famous  event, 
what  with  the  host  of  trophies  for 
winners,  not  to  mention  the 
social  programme  for  players 
and  spectators. 

For  beginners  there  will  be 
coaching  sessions  available  and 
this  year  the  exhibition  matches  will 
be  between  the  world  top 
veteran  players. 

So  move  quickly,  send  us  the 
invitation  right  away  and  we'll  send 
you  all  the  details  fast! 


SQUASH 


r 


TpuRNA^1g^^^ 

.-1  --"^-1 

INVITATION 


TO  Bernard  Foster,  LRC  Products  Ltd  North  Circular  Road 

London  E4  8QA  Tel  01-527  2377 

I  would  like  to  take  part  in  your  squash  lournament 

FULL  NAME  (Mr/Mrs/Miss)  

COMPANY  

ADDRESS  


POSTCODE . 


TEL  NO. 


L 


Myplayingstandardis      County  □ 

Club  Team  n  Club  League      Social  Player  Beginnerim 

I  would  like  to  attend  as  a  spectator  only  CJ 

My  Regional  choice  IS 

Northern  Squash  Tournament*  Manchester -Tuesday  13th  jan  '87 
Southern  Squash  Tournament*  London  -  Friday  1 6th  jan  '87 
*All  players  should  arnve  sharp  for  a  9  30  am' start 
I  would  like  to  be  entered  in  the 

Mens  Competition      Ladies  Competition  □ 
Veterans  Competition  (40  plus)  □ 


J 
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FOR  MORE  PROFIT... 

PRoFiiiiNi 


.GET  ON  THE 


Ayrshire 

John  Hamilton 

Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 

(Pharmaceuticals)  Ltd, 

Kilmarnock. 

Clydebank 

"S  Eric  Anderson 

S  Duncan  Harvey 

(0563)  22248 

041-952  3261 

Bleasdale  Ltd, 

S.Haydock  &  Co  Ltd, 

York. 

Belfast. 

S  David  Walker 

S  Tom  Hutchinson 

(0904)  641 151. 

(0232) 812054 

Bradford  Chemists' 

Macarthys  Ltd, 

Alliance  Ltd, 

Bristol,  Cambridge, 

Bradford. 

East  Grinstead, 

S  Brian  Reeve 

Harold  Hill,  Norwich, 

(0274)  495821. 

Redditch,  Weedon, 

Wembley 

E.H.Butler  &  Son  Ltd, 

S  Eddie  Masters 

Leicester, 

Romford  (0708)  46033 

S  Mike  Callus 

(0533)  702881 

Ridley  (Wholesale 

Chemists)  Ltd, 

Richard  Daniel 

Carlisle. 

&  Son  Ltd,  Derby 

S  Allan  Dawson 

S  Frank  Worrall 

(0228) 24121 

(0332)  40671. 

L  Rowland  &  Co  Ltd, 

William  Davidson  Ltd, 

Wrexham. 

Aberdeen. 

K  John  Liptrot 

S  Eric  Davis 

(0978)  351581. 

(0224)  873796. 

James  Taylor 

Herbert  Ferryman  Ltd, 

(Trongate)Ltd, 

Southampton. 

Dundee. 

S  Don  Tofield 

S  Elizabeth  Young 

(0703)788011 

(0382)  21611  i 

Hall  Forster  &  Co  Ltd, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Sr  Phihp  Todd 

091-286  2911. 

WE'VE  JUST  GOT  RID  OF  ONE  MORE  HEADACHE, 


THE  DRUM'S  BACK 


ANALGESIC  TABLETS  , 

FAST  PAIN 
RELIEF 


I 


PRIMARY  HEALTH  CARE  FORUM^ 


Pharmacy's  case  put  to 
Department's  team 

The  wider  role  of  the  pharmacist,  distribution  of  pharmacies  in 
rural  areas,  standards  of  practice  and  the  reliance  of  rural  GPs 
on  dispensing  income  were  the  main  features  of  the  joint 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  submission  to  the  Primary  Health  Care 
consultation  meeting  on  rural  matters  in  Norwich  last  Friday. 
On  behalf  of  the  profession.  Mr  David  Coleman.  PSNC  deputy 
chairman.  RDC  member  and  himself  a  rural  pharmacist  from 
Norfolk,  made  the  submission  to  a  panel  chaired  by  Baroness 
Trumpington.  Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  for  Health. 


'"Rural  patients  no  less  than  urban  ones 
must  have  access  to  a  pharmacy,"  Mr 
Coleman  told  the  meeting  at  Little 
Plumstead  Hospital.  "Given  the 
complexities  of  modem  medicines,  it  is 
essential  that  all  patients  receive  the 
protection  provided  when  a  pharmacist 
checks  every  prescription  received  for 
errors,  uncertainties  and  interactions  and 
is  available  to  ensure  the  patient 
understands  how  to  get  the  maximum 
benefit  from  the  medicine  prescribed. 

"There  are  obvious  advantages  to  the 
public  in  the  doctor  diagnosing  and 
prescribing  and  the  pharmacist 
dispensing.  It  provides  the  patient  with  the 
benefit  of  two  professionals  each 
complementing  the  work  of  the  other." 
The  pharmacist's  wider  role,  as  envisaged 
in  the  Nuffield  Report  and  the 
Government's  Green  Paper,  would  be  of 
particular  benefit  to  an  ageing  population 
—  even  more  so  in  rural  areas,  Mr 
Coleman  continued.  "Visits  by 
pharmacists  to  these  people  —  not  just  to 
deliver  medicines  but  to  ensure  they 
understand  what  they  are  for  and  how  to 
take  them  —  will  become  ever  more 
necessary.  Visits  by  pharmacists  would 


help  to  reduce  waste,  and  the  profession 
was  willing  to  explore  ways  of  providing  a 
full  pharmaceutical  service  to  all  patients 
and  would  consider  part-time  pharmacies 
or  collaboration  with  other  essential  rural 
services  such  as  post  offices. 

As  for  the  services  a  pharmacy  could 
provide,  Mr  Coleman  started  with  health 
education  and  family  planning  advice. 
"Many  rural  pharmacies  are  providing 
these  services  in  addition  to  others  such  as 
the  distribution  of  welfare  foods,  supplying 
invalid  aids  "  Some  pharmacies  were  also  a 
focus  for  other  health  services.  Mr 
Coleman's  own  pharmacy  has  a  room 
which  houses  an  optician  twice  a  week  and 
a  chiropodist  once  a  week. 

Turning  to  the  dispensing  service 
provided  in  rural  areas,  Mr  Coleman  said: 
"It  is  still  unfortunately  true  that 
competition  between  the  professions  does 
prevent  the  full  development  of  the 
pharmaceutical  service."  While  the  Rural 
Dispensing  Committee  had  helped, 
consideration  should  now  be  given  to  a 
reassessment  of  the  Regulations  with  a 
view  to  building  on  the  successful 
foundation  already  established. 

"It  IS  difficult  to  see  how  a  proper 


The  DHSS  team  at  Norwick,  left  to  right,  chief  pharmacist  Dr  Brian  Wills,  deputy  chief 
medical  officer  Dr  Michael  Abrams,  Baroness  Trumpington  and  deputy  chief  nursing 
officer  Patsy  Wright-Warren 
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pharmaceutical  service  can  be  extended 
to  all  rural  patients  when  the  pharmacist  is 
restricted  to  dispensing  only  for  those 
patients  who  live  within  a  mile  of  the 
pharmacy  —  even  if  the  doctors'  practice 
serving  a  seven  mile  radius  is  next  door. 
Such  duplication  is  wasteful  of  manpower, 
training  and  finance." 

On  dispensing  standards,  Mr  Coleman 
reiterated  the  comment  in  the  Nuffield 
Report  —  "We  believe  it  important  that  the 
pharmaceutical  service  available  in  rural 
areas  should  match  in  quality  and 
comprehensiveness  that  provided 
elsewhere;  and  dispensing  services, 
however  provided,  should  be  assessed  by  a 
single  set  of  standards." 

In  questions.  Baroness  Trumpington 
asked  the  pharmacist  panel  about  the 
possibility  of  providing  mobile 
pharmacies.  In  reply,  Mr  Bernard 
Silverman,  vice-president  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  said  the 
profession  had  spent  a  lot  of  time  looking 
at  this.  "But  we  think  it  is  not  the  best 
solution.  It  would  need  major  changes  of 
legislation  for  proper  control,"  he  said. 
"Let's  get  our  priorities  right  and  get  the 
pharmaceutical  service  in  fixed  premises." 
Baroness  Trumpington  said  she  saw  mobile 
pharmacies  as  a  service  for  rural  areas,  not 
an  either  or." 

Dr  Michael  Abrams,  deputy  chief 
medical  officer,  asked  if  dispensing 
arrangements  in  rural  areas  benefitted  the 
consumer.  Mr  Silverman  said  a  wider 
distribution  of  pharmacies  would  provide 
the  base  for  a  domiciliary  service.  Stephen 
Axon,  PSNC  secretary,  said  the 
Government  needed  to  look  at  a  system, 
where  community  services  became  part  of 
a  contract  for  pharmaceutical  services  as  a 
whole.  "The  profession  feels  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  supply  a  full  contractual  24-hour 
service,"  he  said. 


Whitehall  farce? 
—  certainly  not! 

Baroness  Trumpington  dismissed 
suggestions  that  the  meetings  were 
a  "cosmetic  exercise". 

"We  would  not  be  taking  all  this 
trouble  ,"  she  said.  "If  we  don't  consult 
people,  we  are  told  we  are  taking  our  own 
decisions,  if  we  do,  it  is  a  cosmetic 
exercise.  We  are  in  a  no-win  situation." 

The  Baroness  would  not  be  drawn  on 
how  the  Government  would  approach 
suggestions.  All  the  information  from  the 
meetings,  which  continue  in  Newcastle 
and  Birmingham  on  September  23  and  29, 
and  the  written  evidence,  which  can  be 
submitted  up  to  December  31,  would  be 
collated. 
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Transport  key  to 
rural  door 

"Access"  was  the  key  word  in  much 
of  the  evidence  presented  to  the 
meeting.  Time  and  again  speakers 
referred  to  that  most  fundamental  of 
rural  problems  —  distance  —  in 
their  presentations. 

There  were  dilficulties  both  of  access 
oi  patients  to  services,  and  access  of 
services  to  patients.  Mrs  Anne  Stamper, 
representing  Rural  Voice,  said:  "Some  75 
per  cent  of  women  in  rural  areas  at  home 
have  no  car  during  the  day."  While 
voluntary  transport  services  were  working 
in  many  areas,  getting  drivers  was  not  a 
problem,  but  organisation  was. 

What  speakers  from  both  the 
Association  of  Community  Health 
Councils  and  Rural  Voice  wanted  was 
some  kind  of  Government  support,  for 
example,  in  paying  petrol  costs  for 
voluntary  services,  including  prescription 
delivery  services  by  pharmacists. 

Professor  Emerson,  chairman  of 
Norfolk  FPC,  thought  Family  Practitioner 
Committees  were  a  useful  focus  for 
providing  such  additional  transport 
support.  He  also  called  for  more  money  to 
enable  FPCs  to  adopt  a  more  flexible 
approach  to  the  rural  GP,  who  often  had 
problems  when  it  came  to  taking  hoUdays 
or  attending  training  courses. 

The  retention  of  cottage  hospitals 
attracted  a  broad  degree  of  support.  Mrs 
Stamper  said  that  they  were  better  for 
patients  as  they  made  family  visiting 
easier.  For  the  doctors,  Dr  Alison  Hill,  a 
rural  GP  from  Reading  who  works  in  a 
small  hospital,  also  commended  the  work 
such  GP-run  hospitals  were  doing. 

There  was  criticism  of  the 
Government's  current  position  from  Mr 


Answering  the  questions:  pharmacy's  team.  Left  to  right,  Society  deputy  secretary 
Raymond  Dickinson  and  vice-president  Bernard  Silverman  —  David  Coleman,  and 
Stephen  Axon,  PSNC  secretary 


Emlyn  Cassam  of  the  Association  of 
County  Councils.  He  was  surprised  there 
was  no  mention  of  social  problems  in  the 
Green  Paper.  "There  seems  to  be  no 
acknowledgement  that  GPs  would  be  more 
effective  with  strong  community  support, 
with  the  social  conditions  of  many  patients 
being  ameliorated  in  some  way." 

More  choice  for 
patients,  say  GPs 

Doctors  would  like  to  see  patients 
given  more  personal  choice  as  to 
who  dispenses  in  rural  areas. 

So  said  General  Medical  Services 
Committee  chairman,  Dr  Michael  Wilson, 
when  pressed  by  DHSS  chief  pharmacist 
Dr  Brian  Wills  for  changes  doctors  would 
like  to  see  in  the  Clothier  Regulations. 

"All  pharmacists  give  advice,  all 
doctors  give  medicines  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  as  a  personal  supply,"  Dr  Wilson 
said.  "It  is  where  these  lines  come  together 
that  the  interface  occurs.  We  have  agreed, 
in  Clothier,  to  ensure  that  when  changes 
are  contemplated,  they  are  done  in  a  way 
which  brings  in  the  consumer's  voice." 

The  doctor's  main  submission  to  the 
meeting  centred  on  the  problems  of  rural 
practice,  particularly  for  the  single- 
handed  GP.  The  GMSC  said  a  service 
improvement  would  follow  increased 
support  for  these  GPs  by  way  of  locum 
aUowances  to  help  them  attend  courses, 
etc. 


Nurses  look  to 
an  advisory  role 

Nurses  too  see  themselves  in  an 
ideal  position  to  advise  the  public 
on  self-limiting  illness. 

In  its  submission  the  Royal  College  of 
Nursing  said  that  remote  communities  in 
Newfoundland  were  using  nurses  for  the 
treatment  of  minor  illnesses,  with  low 
referral  rates.  Mrs  Janetta  Byrne,  of  the 
Health  Visitors  Association,  said  health 
visitors  were  in  an  ideal  position.  "We 
have  the  possibility  of  spending  that  bit 
more  time,  allowing  the  patient  to  tell  us 
what  the  problem  is,"  she  said.  Midwives 
too  want  to  prescribe  for  minor  ailments 
during  pregnancy  and  the  purpureum. 

Ms  Annia  Fawcett-Henesy,  for  the 
RCN,  said  it  would  be  very  advantageous 
if  the  Government  were  to  adopt  the 
Cumberlege  Report's  suggestion  of  a 
nurse  practitioner  able  to  prescribe  from  a 
limited  list  of  drugs  and  dressings.  One  of 
the  main  savings  would  be  in  district 
nursing  time,  she  said.  The  "nurse 
practitioner"  in  a  rural  area  could  become 
a  "focus  of  health  in  the  community". 

Dr  Brian  Wills,  DHSS  chief 
pharmacist,  asked  the  nurses  how  their 
additional  role  would  fit  in  with  the 
"widened  role"  envisaged  for  community 
pharmacy.  Ms  Fawcett-Henesy  saw  no 
problems.  The  pharmacist  would  be  a 
source  of  advice  for  the  nursing  service. 


ANNOUNCEMENT:  DERL  SOAP 


Albion  Group  Ltd  announce  that,  with  eftect  from  15th  September  1986, 
they  have  acquired  the  trademark  and  goodwill  of  DERL  Medicated  Soap  from 
C.R  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  All  orders  for  DERL  should  be  addressed  to: 


Albion  Group  Ltd  Albion  House,  Station  Road  Hampton,  Middx.  TW12  2DY. 
Tel:  01-941 4105.  Telex:  8813489.  Facsimile:  01-979  8323  (Group  3). 
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LinkLine 


ANOTHER 
EXAMPLE  OF 


ENTERPRISE 


'  
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SALES  WITHOUT  LINKLINE. 

It  could  cost  your  company  a  fortune 
in  lost  opportunities. 

Things  are  definitely  looking  up  for  the 
hundreds  of  companies  using  a  LinkLine  number. 

In  some  instances  they've  seen  an  increase 
in  sales  of  more  than  30%.  All  thanks  to  the  fact 
that  their  customers'  calls  are  now  free. 

Your  company  can  profit  in  other  ways 
from  the  LinkLine  experience.  Communications 
with  your  sales  force,  for  example,  can  be 
dramatically  improved  with  one  central  number 


SALES  WITH  LINKLINE. 

See  the  effect  a  free  phone  call  could 
have  on  your  business. 

LinkLine  offers  two  codes  for  you  to  choose 
from.  With  the  0800  code  your  customers'  calls 
are  free.  While  the  caller  is  charged  at  the  local 
rate  if  you  opt  for  the  0345  code. 

Either  way  your  customer  response  rate  will 
increase  and  your  business  will  grow. 

If  you'd  like  to  join  Britain's  more  enterprising 
companies  and  reap  the  rewards  then  call 
us  free  on  0800  373  373  for  more  information. 


LinkLine 


CALL  US  FREE  ON  0800  373  373  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION.- 


JJ 


TELECOM 


LETTERS 


JVortJiern  IPC 
lights!  

Having  read  Xrayser's  comments  about  the 
Northern  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee's  resolution  in  last  week's  C&D, 
one  might  be  forgiven  for  thinking  that  a 
clever  piece  of  orchestration  is  being 
conducted  behind  the  scenes,  in  an 
attempt  to  suppress  the  considered  views 
of  the  LPCs.  First,  the  crude  drum  roll  of 
the  P/ editorial,  September  6.  Now  the 
hollow  tambourine  of  Xrayser. 

To  stop  the  nonsense  once  and  for  all, 
let  me  state  exactly,  the  purpose  of  the 
Northern  region  resolution...  Firstly,  we 
are  not,  repeat  not  against  the  "new 
contract".  We  are,  however,  totally  agamst 
being  "taken  to  the  cleaners"  and 
emerging  from  two  years  of  negotiations 
showing  a  net  loss. 

The  new  contract  is  now  so  diluted  by 
the  DHSS,  that  unless  we  attain  substantial 
achievements  in  phase  two,  we  will  have 
wasted  a  massive  amount  of  time  and  effort 
since  the  launch  of  the  "New  Charter"  The 
best  we  can  say  at  present  is  that  the 
profession  will  get  regulation  of  contract 
—  not  limitation. 

The  number  of  new  pharmacies 
arrived  and  arriving  since  June  '85  far 
outweighs  the  resignations,  and  could 
easily  negate  any  qxiantum  savings  made 
by  the  sacrifice  of  those  doing  less  than 


Raison  d'etre  de 
la  BPA? 


16,000  items  annually.  The  wording  of  the 
present  draft  regulations  will  permit  the 
continued  increase  in  numbers.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  is  attempting  to  change  that. 
Readers  may  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

The  purpose  of  the  Northern 
resolutions  is  to  enable  all  LPCs  to  create 
an  overwhelming  weight  of  opinion 
through  positive  resolutions  at  Conference 
behind  selected  issues  in  phase  two.  PSNC 
will  thus  have  an  additional  invaluable 
negotiating  strength  in  its  discussions  for 
1987  remuneration  from  April.  My  fear  is 
that  January  is  strategically  less  pohtically 
effective  and  leaves  little  time.  We  may  hve 
to  regret  the  delay. 

To  call  for  an  early  and  positive 
Conference  is  to  expedite,  not  delay 
matters,  and  to  declare  the  profession's 
unambiguous  resolve  for  selected  phase 
two  items. 

There  is  a  regrettable  attitude  in 
pharmaceutical  politics,  that  anyone  who 
is  prepared  to  examine  a  situation 
objectively  and  unemotionally,  is  somehow 
disloyal  or  negative.  The  Northern  LPCs 
reject  this  petulant  attitude,  together  with 
the  shaUow  diatribe  in  the  PJ  editorial  and 
Xrayser's  peremptory  comments  in  the 
C&D. 

The  LPC  voice  wilJ  he  heard  effectively 
and  may  prove  to  be  the  strength  that  is  the 
enabhng  force  for  phase  two. 
A.M.  Tweedie 

PSNC  regional  representative  —  Region  1 


pharmacists'  advice,"  Under  a  piece-work 
system,  therefore,  only  large  contractors 
would  flourish  as  seen  by  recent  openings 
of  second  and  third  branches. 

"Necessary  or  desirable"  is  a  very 
vague  term.  It  can  be  used  or  misused,  by 
a  Queens'  Counsel  (those  who  can  afford 
such  services)  to  the  advantage  of  the 
chent.  Therefore  this  term  does  not 
constitute  a  total  step  to  leapfrogging. 

As  chairman  of  a  local  voluntary 
community  group  I  have  been  told  that  for 
the  year  1987-88  in  Leicester  alone  the 
Government  is  to  spend  £3m.  This  is  seen 
by  the  voluntary  sectors  as  an  exercise  in 
vote  catching.  There  are  no  cut  backs  in 
"inner  area  programmes". 

According  to  the  PSNC  we 
pharmacists  have  saved  the  Government  in 
the  region  of  £200m  to  £300m  over  three  to 
four  years.  What  have  we  got  in  return? 

Mr  Thomas,  I  suggest  successive 
governments  have  misused  the  generosity 
of  our  profession.  The  time  has  come  for 
the  profession,  ie  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  both 
the  existing  and  future  members. 
J.B.  Patel 
Leicester 


Long  term  needs 

May  I  thank  Mr  H.  Taylor  {C&D  September 
6,  p395),  for  drawing  attention  to  the 
understandable  issuing  of  long  term 
prescriptions  to  satisfy  the  needs  of 
patients.  It  is  a  shame  that  the  lack  of 
understanding  of  the  vagaries  of  the  NHS 
contract  led  him  to  reprimand  me. 

Recently,  the  BPA  made  a  bold 
statement  hinting  of  the  possible  legal 
challenge  of  doctors  who  prescribe  for 
long  periods.  Albeit  their  aims  are  well 
intentioned,  I  must  comment  that  I 
question  the  legal  basis  of  their  view. 

It  is  well  known  that  I  am  concerned 
about  the  erosion  of  income  solely  due  to 
the  arithmetic  of  the  present  contract.  I  am 
equally  aware  of  the  effects  of  the  future 
"new"  contract.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  is 
committed  to  rectifying  the  effects  of  long 
term  prescriptions  and  this  is  one  of  the 
subjects  under  discussion  in  the  "stage  2" 
settlement.  My  concern,  and  obviously 
that  of  many  others,  is  how  long  this  will 
take!  It  appears  that  the  DHSS  is 
obdurately  adhering  to  the  principles  of 
specific  outdated  national  averages  and 
does  not  appear  to  acknowledge 
demographic  variants  despite  reasoned 
arguments. 

I  have  made  a  full  study  of  this 
particular  problem  and  indeed  have  had 
barristers'  opinion  on  two  occasions  to 
guide  me  in  my  quest  for  a  fairer  division 
of  the  pharmaceutical  contract  monies 
between  contractors.  At  the  present  time 
any  contractor  may  have  his  income 
affected  by  the  whims  of  the  local 
prescribing  medical  practitioner  Any 
adjustment  to  the  FP34  formulae  to  correct 
this  unjust  anomaly  would  not  cost  the 
taxpayer  any  extra  money. 

Mr  Taylor  can  relax,  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  my  deliberations  are  not 
directed  at  him  or  people  like  him.  Quite 
the  reverse. 

To  keep  Xrayser  up  to  date:  Yes,  I  still 
have  "two  pharmacies  in  one"  and  have  in 
fact  two  separate  NHS  contracts.  I  am  not 
operating  the  second  one  yet  as  I  am  still 
awaiting  a  reply  to  a  small  detail  referred 
to  the  Family  Practitioner  Committee  in 
1984,  which  in  turn  has  been  referred  to 
the  Prescription  Pricing  Authority  who,  I 
understand,  referred  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
State!  I  make  no  apologies  to  any  future 
students  of  pharmacy  law! 

Meanwhile,  back  in  the  base  camp,  I 
am  continuing  to  press  my  case,  which 
appears  fully  endorsed  by  everyone.  The 
problem  is  simple.  Implementation  of  the 
solution! 

Michael  A.  Reynolds 

Dorset 


I  wonder  if  Mr  Thomas  {C&D,  September 
6,  p394),  has  heard  of  the  Nuffield  Report? 
The  British  Pharmacists  Association  was 
formed  mainly  because  of  the  proposals  in 
the  new  contract  to; 

1 )  introduce  a  piece-work  system 

2)  renewal  of  the  Basic  Practice  Allowance 

3)  economic  strangulation  of  small 
pharmacies. 

According  to  the  Nuffield  Report, 
payment  on  the  number  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  and  the  removal  of  the  Basic 
Practice  Allowance  is  regarded  as  a 
thoroughly  retrograde  step. 

I  have  been  in  business  for  over  eight 
years.  The  community  I  serve  appreciates 
the  advice  I  give  since  on  many  occasions, 
it  has  saved  the  local  surgery  an  extra 
burden.  If  a  piece-work  system  were  to  be 
introduced,  I  would  be  very  busy 
dispensing  rather  than  giving  advice.  In 
that  case  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  would  have  to  look  for  an 
alternative  slogan  to  "Ask  your 
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ABPI  calls  on  members  to 
join  in  with  PPRS 


The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  is 
recommending  that  member 
companies  participate  in  the 
revised  Pharmaceutical  Price 
Regulation  Scheme  due  to  start  on 
October  1. 

Under  the  revised  agreement  the 
overall  target  rate  of  return  on  capital  for 
companies  supplying  medicines  to  the 
NHS  is  to  be  increased  by  1.5  per  cent 
from  the  current  range  of  15-17  per  cent. 
There  is  to  be  a  further  2.5  per  cent 
increase  in  October  1987,  says  the  ABPI. 

From  April  1988  the  Department  of 
Health  intends  to  use  the  Financial  Times 
500  index  to  gauge  an  appropriate  return 
on  capital  for  companies  supplying  the 
NHS.  The  return  earned  from  NHS  sales  is 
currently  below  the  FT  500  average  says 
the  ABPI. 


[J  In  Pakistan  25  drug  companies  recently 
cut  retail  chemists'  margins  by  50  per  cent 
to  try  to  pressure  the  government  to  raise 
retail  prices,  according  to  a  report  in  last 
week's  Financial  Times.  The  margins  have 
now  been  restored  to  the  usual  15  per  cent 
as  the  drug  companies  have  decided  to 
compromise,  says  the  FT. 

The  companies  have  abandoned  their 
claim  for  a  30  per  cent  increase  in  retail 
prices  but  are  continuing  to  ask  for 
increases  for  individual  products.  The 
government  has  agreed  to  take  currency 
fluctuations  into  account,  along  with 
overhead  costs  including  depreciation  of 
machinery,  says  the  report. 

Albion  Group  have  bought  the  trademark 
and  goodwill  of  Deri  medicated  soap  from 
CP  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  with  effect  from 
September  15. 


Bayer  reject 
accusations 

Bayer  have  rejected  allegations  in 
last  Wednesday's  Guardian  that  the 
company  had  offered  GPs  money 
for  participating  in  bogus  trials  to 
promote  sales  of  Adalat. 

The  accusations  were  made  by  a 
former  sales  representative,  Nigel 
Kirkman.  According  to  Bayer,  Mr 
Kirkwood  resigned  from  Bayer  several 
weeks  after  a  disciplinary  hearing.  Bayer 
later  admitted  to  an  industrial  tribunal  in 
June  1986  that  he  had  been  unfairly 
dismissed,  solely  on  the  grounds  that  they 
had  not  fully  adhered  to  their  disciplinary 
procedures. 

Bayer  say  they  will  co-operate  fully 
with  any  regulatory  body  over  the  matter. 

Willington  Medicals  Ltd  have  announced 
the  closure  of  their  Heywood  depot,  and 
are  moving  into  new  premises  in 
Whitefield,  Manchester. 


MENTHOLATUM  VAPOUR  RUB  -  SNUG  •  STOP'N  GROW 


< 

< 

w 
w 
Q 

D 

H 

< 

a. 
w 
w 


ARE  YOU  READY  FOR  THE 

AUTUMN  WINDFALL? 


We've  called  the  1986  Mentholatum  Autumn 
Bonus  an  Autumn  Windfall  because  our 
complete  range  of  products  has  been 
generously  discounted,  and  there  are 
extra  BONUS  OFFERS  on  Deep  Heat 
Rub  and  Spray. 

All  the  leading  lines  are  being  supported 
by  a  major  National  advertising  campaign 
throughout  the  winter,  which  will  help  you  sell 
through. 

Complete  details  of  our  Autumn  Bonus 
are  contained  in  our  AUTUMN 
WINDFALL  mailing,  which  will 
be  sent  to  every  pharmacist 


during  September. 
And  that's  not  all 
As  an  added 
BONUS,  everyone 
using  the  special 
Order  Form  will 
automatically 
receive  our  FREE 
sports  wallet -so 
you  can  pocket  the 
profits  the  Windfall 
will  bring. 

If  you  haven't 
received  your  mailing  by 
1st  October,  give  us  a  call 


The  Mentholatum  Company  Limited,  Longfield  Road,  Twyford,  Berkshire  RG10  9AT  Telephone:  0734-340117. 


WHEN  YOU  USE 
OUR  ORDER  FORM 


CUTIPEN  •  EVENFLO  •  MENTHOLATUM  LOZENGES 
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Going  for  the 
human  touch 

Wellcome  and  Genetics  Institute 
Inc.  a  leading  US  biotechnology 
company,  have  announced  a  joint 
venture  for  the  manufacture  of 
biotechnology-based  human 
pharmaceuticals. 

The  new  company  —  Welgen 
Manufacturing  Inc  —  will  be 
headquartered  m  a  100,000  sq  ft  $30m 
manufacturing  facility  in  New  England.  By 
1989,  it  will  provide  Genetics  Institute  and 
Burroughs  Wellcome  Co,  Wellcome's  US 
subsidiary,  with  one  of  the  world's  largest 
manufacturing  facilities  for  human 
pharmaceutical  products  based  on  genetic 
engineering  and  biotechnology.  The  deal 
still  awaits  US  Government  approval. 

Burroughs  Wellcome  plan  to 
manufacture  all  their  biotechnology 
products  at  the  plant,  including  tissue 
plasminogen  activator  (TPA)  and 
Wellferon  (alpha  interferon). 


Pharmacist  David  Allen  (left)  receives  a 
£750  holiday  voucher,  his  prize  in  the 
Haymine  display  competition,  from 
Chemist  Brokers'  regional  manager  Paul 
Hogan  (right).  Representative  John  Peters 
looks  on  (centre).  Mr  Allen  intends  to  use 
his  prize  to  visit  his  brother  in  Israel,  and 
said  he  was  "over  the  moon"  about  the  win 
—  he  might  be  sick  as  a  parrot  il  he  finds 
out  what  ten  runners-up  are  getting  —  a 
year's  subscription  to  C&D 


Sales  up  by  lOpc 

The  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry's 
retail  sales  index  for  July  shows  chemists 
up  10  per  cent  to  228.  NHS  receipts  are 
excluded.  The  all  business  index  was  up  8 
per  cent  to  158  (1980  =  100).  The  retail 
price  index  for  all  items  for  August  was 
385.9  (January  1974  =  100),  up  3  per  cent 
on  July  and  2.4  per  cent  on  August  1985. 


Tip  Top 
top  up 


Pre-tax  profits  up  65  per  cent  were 
the  result  of  a  year  spent  expanding 
and  refurbishing  for  Tip  Top 
drugstores. 

Turnover  for  the  year  was  £29, 753m 
(£26, 993m),  and  pre-tax  profit  £l,28m 
(£776,000).  Seven  new  stores  were  opened, 
and  the  Conran-inspired  store  design  was 
extended  to  a  further  19  towns. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  this 
year,  the  company  was  trading  from  87 
stores.  Tip  Top  plan  to  have  at  least  100  by 
the  end  of  the  year  but  are  not  expanding 
out  of  the  North  and  Scotland. 

Presenting  his  first  report  since  the 
company's  stock  market  flotation  in  April, 
chairman  Frederick  Brown  said  the 
development  of  own  brand  products  is 
"one  of  the  keys  to  future  successful 
growth"  —  they  currently  take  18  per  cent 
of  sales.  He  also  highlighted  the  expansion 
of  developing  and  printing  services,  now 
in  52  stores. 


'  Looknofiirther 


for  the  relief  of  conjunctivitis 
due  to  hay  fever, 
irritating  smoke  or  dust 

OTRIVINE-ANTISTIN 

xylomelazoline  hydrochloride,  antazoline  sulphate 

Sterile  eye  drops 

A  Pharmacy  Sale  only  pioducl 


Zyma  (UK)  Limited,  Alderley  Edge,  Cheshire  SK9  7XP    Detailed  information  will  be  sent  on  request 
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The  £16m  Holiday 
Giveaway  Promotion 


WHAT  A 
KNOCKOUT 

Says  Our  Henry 


OOLYMPIC 


'  \  Thomson  ' 


Hot  Rod 


with  most  major  tour  operators 

Mini  Travel  Jug 


Smoothie  i\/lini  Steam  Iron  and 
Quick  Cafe  Mini  Drinks  Maker 


Traveller 


The  Great  British  Adaptables 
Traveller  International  Products  Ltd 
51  Hays  Mews,  London  WIX  5DB  Telephone:  01-499  2774/5/6  Telex:  295868  FITALL  G 


TREATMENT  FOR  HEADLICE  AUGUST  1986 


INSECTICIDES  RECOMMENDED  BY  LOCAL  HEALTH  DISTRICTS 


Are  you  recommending  the  right  insecticide  for  your  area? 

The  following  list  is  published  for  the  guidance  of  retail  pharmacists  concerning  the 
recommended  formulation  for  use  within  their  own  health  district.  It  must  be 
emphasised  that  such  recommendation  concerns  the  formulation's  active  ingredient 
only  and  does  not  imply,  in  any  way,  endorsement  of  any  branded  product. 
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Macarthys  lose 
an  executive? 

It  seems  there  have  been  further 
changes  on  Macarthys'  board  of 
management  with  the  apparent 
demise  of  Michael  Bridger. 

According  to  group  personnel 
manager  John  Pollard,  Mr  Bridger  is  no 
longer  involved  m  the  day  to  day 
management  of  Macarthys  Ltd  —  the 
wholesaling  arm  of  Macarthys 
Pharmaceuticals,  but  is  still  on  the  board 
of  the  company  as  a  non-executive 
director. 

The  boardroom  changes  at  Macarthys 
began  earlier  in  the  year  when  the 
company  was  bought  by  Jadelle.  Albert 
Slow,  former  chairman,  and  directors  Alan 
Ritchie,  John  Jones  and  Michael  Keeling 
left  when  the  offer  was  completed. 

David  Wright,  previously  wholesaling 
managing  director  later  resigned  and  Mr 
Bridger,  who  was  group  managing 
director  when  Jadelle  took  over,  took  over 
from  Mr  Wright. 

Now  it  seems  Mr  Bridger  has  been 
moved  again.  Unfortunately  he  was  not 
available  at  home  for  comment.  C&D  tried 
to  speak  to  Mr  Nick  Ward,  chairman  and 
chief  executive  of  Macarthys 
Pharmaceuticals,  but  he  was  said  to  be  in 
meetings  for  most  of  this  week.  Hugh 
Morrison  who  works  with  Mr  Ward  told 
C&D  that  Mr  Bridger  was  on  holiday  but 
that  he  could  comment  no  further. 

Mr  Bridger  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
the  Company  Chemists  Association.  He  is 
the  CCAs  representative  on  PSNC  and  a 
member  of  the  negotiating  team  with  the 
Department  of  Health.  Mr  Bridger  was 
managing  director  of  Savory  and  Moore 
before  he  became  group  managing 
director  of  Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals. 


Schering  shuffle 

From  this  week  Schering  have 
restructured  and  renamed  their  UK 
subsidiaries  which  will  now  trade 
under  the  Schering  name. 

The  three  subsidiaries  of  the  company 
will  be  known  as  Schering  Health  Care  Ltd 
(formerly  Schering  Chemicals),  Schering 
Industrial  Products  Ltd,  and  Schermg 
Agrochemicals  Ltd. 

Schering  Health  Care,  still  based  at 
Burgess  Hill,  hope  the  restructuring  will 
show  the  government  that  the  company  is 
part  of  a  sizeable  UK  operation  and  will 
give  them  "more  political  clout  and  a 
better  rating  on  the  political  score  card," 
iaccording  to  md  Rolf  Rebhuhn. 


Spending  in  chemists  to 
grow  5pc  this  year 

So  far  1986  is  proving  a  disappointing  year,  as  cheap  oil  has 
failed  to  produce  the  expected  spur  to  economic  growth,  and 
that  is  true  for  all  the  major  industrialised  countries  in  the  West. 
Now  the  pundits  are  hoping  that  the  hesitation  will  soon  be 
over,  with  world  trade  gathering  pace,  and  growth  getting 
back  on  the  fast  track. 


But  for  the  UK,  consumer  spending  rather 
than  capital  investment  or  export  growth 
still  holds  the  key  to  a  resumption  in 
business  activity.  Stockbrokers  Phillips  & 
Drew  expect  growth  of  around  3  per  cent 
in  consumer  spending  this  year,  rising  to 
some  4  per  cent  in  1987;  provisional 
estimates  suggest  that  consumer  spending 
rose  by  V2  per  cent  in  volume  during  the 
second  quarter,  to  a  level  3  per  cent  higher 
than  at  the  same  time  last  year. 


Certainly  the  latest  retail  sales  figures 
have  been  encouraging,  with  year-on-year 
volume  growth  averaging  about  5  per  cent 
in  June  and  July,  while  the  latest  CBI/FT 
survey  has  also  been  very  bullish. 

For  retail  chemists,  the  value  of  sales 
increased  by  over  AVz  per  cent  between 
June  and  July,  with  the  index  standing  at 
228  (1980  =  100),  which  is  10  per  cent  up 
on  the  figure  for  July  1985.  According  to 
Staniland  Hall  Associates  in  the  latest  issue 


Business  StatisUcs 


Prices  and  costs 

Latest  dcrta 

Previous  doto 

%  change 
on  yoar 

Retail  prices  (January  1974  =  100): 

all  items 

Aug 

385.9 

July 

384  7 

2  4 

medicines,  loiletnes 

Aug 

421.6 

July 

4209 

5  3 

Producer  prices  (1980  ^100)  ■ 

manuiactunng  industry,  excl  food 

July 

142  1 

June 

141,6 

4  2 

chemical  industry 

July 

133,0 

June 

133  4 

0.8 

pharmaceutical  products 

July 

141  8 

June 

141  4 

3  7 

toilel  preparations  ior  men 

July 

152.2 

June 

152  2 

1.1 

other  toilet  preparations 

July 

139  9 

June 

139  9 

5  9 

surgical  dressings 

July 

163  6 

June 

161  8 

7  8 

photographic  materials  and  chemicals 

July 

140  9 

140  8 

4  3 

Average  earnings*  (January  1980  =  100): 

distribution  and  repairs 

June 

176.5 

May 

174  3 

6.9 

chemicals  and  man-made  fibres 

June 

193.3 

May 

189  4 

8.1 

Output  &  overseas  trade 

Manufacturers'  sales*  (current  prices)  £m : 

pharmaceutical  products 

1st  qtr 

8850 

896  0 

2  0 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

1st  qtr 

272  0 

331.0 

3  0 

Home  sales*  (current  prices)  £m 

pharmaceutical  products 

1st  qtr 

712  0 

687  0 

70 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

1st  qtr 

238  0 

288  0 

4  0 

Exports*  (current  prices)  im 

pharmaceutical  products 

1st  qtr 

348  0 

372  0 

-7  0 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

1st  qtr 

830 

93.0 

3  0 

Imports*  (current  prices)  £m 

pharmaceutical  products 

1st  qtr 

1750 

163  0 

3  0 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

1st  qtr 

49.0 

50.0 

9  0 

Sales 

Consumers'  expenditure  (1980  prices)  £  bn 

2nd  qtr 

38  5 

38  3 

3  2 

Retail  sales*  (value)  per  week  (1980  =  100)- 

all  retail  businesses 

July 

158  0 

155  0 

80 

chemists 

July 

228 

218 

10  0 

Business  indicators 

Average  earnings  index  (1980  =  100) 
Capital  expenditure  (1980  prices)  £m: 

distribution 
Stock  changes  (1980  prices)  £m 

wholesalers 

retailers 

June 

2nd  qtr 

2nd  qlr 
2nd  qtr 

184,0 

1038 

-226 
186 

182  6 

998 

306 
112 

8  1 

3.2 

Unemployment  (UK)  per  cent 


July 


Sources  Central  Statistical  Office,  Department  of  Employment,  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  HM  Customs  &  Excise,  OPCS 
All  figures  seasonally  adjusted  except  where  marked' 


Chemist  &  Druggist  20  September  1986 


473 


BUSINESS  AND  THE  ECONOMY 


Medicine  &  toiletry  price  increases  still  falling 
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of  their  consumer  spending  forecasts,  the 
volume  of  chemists'  goods  sales  will  show 
an  average  yearly  increase  of  4  per  cent 
between  1984  and  1990:  growth  rates  of  5 
per  cent  and  5'/2  per  cent  are  predicted  for 
1986  and  1987  respectively. 

The  retail  price  index,  which  measures 
the  cost  to  consumers  of  medicines, 
toiletries  and  surgical  goods,  increased 
marginally  between  July  and  August  to 
421.6  (1974  =  100),  to  give  an  annual  rate  of 
5.3  per  cent  —  the  smallest  year-on-year 
increase  since  August  1984. 

Meanwhile  the  overall  level  of  inflation 
stuck  at  2.4  per  cent  in  August,  with  every 
indication  that  buoyant  unit  labour  costs 
and  pressure  from  growing  demand  are 
likely  to  take  it  back  into  the  4.5  per  cent 
range  next  year. 

On  wholesale  prices,  the  news  is  that 
weak  commodity  prices  helped  the  index 
of  manufacturers'  material  and  fuel  costs 
down  by  9.6  per  cent  in  the  12  months  to  the 
end  of  August,  after  having  fallen  10.4  per 
cent  the  previous  month.  The  increase  in 
the  index  for  home  sales  of  manufactured 
products,  measured  over  a  12  month 
period,  was  the  same  in  August  as  in  July, 
at  4.3  per  cent. 

Detailed  figures  for  July  reveal  that  the 
wholesale  price  of  pharmaceutical 
products  increased  at  a  yearly  rate  of  3.7 
per  cent,  while  the  cost  of  toOet 
preparations  (other  than  those  specifically 
for  men)  increased  at  an  annual  rate  of  5.9 
per  cent. 

Newly  released  data  on  stock  levels 
show  that  while  manufacturers  ran  their 
holdings  down  to  the  lowest  level  since 
1974,  retailers  increased  their  stock  levels 
by  £186m  in  the  second  quarter,  the 
seventh  successive  quarter  of 
stockbuilding.  The  ratio  of  retaO  stocks  to 
retail  sales  rose  from  94.4  to  94.9  during 
the  second  quarter  and  now  stands  at  its 
highest  level  since  the  start  of  1983. 

Output  from  the  UK  chemical  industry 
rose  4.4  per  cent  last  year,  compared  with 
6  per  cent  growth  in  1984.  However,  a 
marked  increase  took  place  in  perfumes, 
cosmetics  and  toUetries,  up  15  per  cent, 
and  pharmaceuticals  saw  export  led 
growth  of  7  per  cent. 

Provisional  figures  for  the  first  quarter 
of  this  year  show  the  value  of  perfume, 
cosmetic  and  toiletry  output  was  down  2.6 
per  cent  compared  with  the  first  quarter  of 
last  year,  with  exports  up  2.5  per  cent,  and 
imports  higher  by  8.9  per  cent.  At  the 
same  time,  production  of  pharmaceutical 
products  increased  in  value  by  1.5  per 
cent,  exports  were  down  7  per  cent,  but 
imports  rose  2.9  per  cent. 

The  Chemical  Industries  Association 
now  forecasts  growth  in  total  UK 
chemicals  output  of  around  3  per  cent  in 
1986. 
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COMING  EVENTS^ 


Take  advantage 
of  Vienna 

Vienna  is  the  location  for  Vestries 
sixth  Vantage  convention  from 
April  9-12,  1987. 

Business  sessions  will  dominate  the 
convention,  with  guest  speakers,  syndicate 
sessions  and  opportunities  for  delegates  to 
question  Vestric  and  leading 
manufacturers. 

A  range  of  social  events  will  give 
delegates  chance  to  see  the  Austrian 
capital.  A  brochure  and  reservation  forms 
are  now  being  sent  to  Vantage  members. 
Vestric  Ltd,  West  Lane,  Runcorn, 
Cheshire  WA72PE.  

Get  the  message 

"Getting  the  message  across"  is  the 
theme  of  the  1986  Conference  of 
Scottish  pharmacists  which  takes 
place  on  November  1-2  at  The  Atholl 
Palace  Hotel,  Pitlochry. 

Speakers  include  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  director  Mr 
Tim  Astill,  and  broadcaster  and 


pharmacist,  Mr  Gerry  Davis. 

The  full  residential  delegate  rate  is 
£48;  for  non-residents  the  day  ticket  is  £20 
with  tickets  for  the  pre-conference  dinner 
and  dance  at  £14.  All  pharmacists  resident 
in  Scotland  will  receive  application  forms, 
but  pharmacists  in  other  parts  of  the  UK 
should  contact  the  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Scottish  department,  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh  EHl  3HU. 

The  fourteenth  Macmorran  Lecture 
will  be  at  the  hotel  on  November  2  at 
2.30pm,  with  Professor  A.  Thompson  of 
Heriot-Watt  University,  on  "Television  in 
Britain:  some  current  concern". 


PSNI  61st 
annual  meeting 

The  sixty-first  annual  meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  will  take  place  on  October  2  at 
7.45pm  at  PSNI  headquarters,  73 
University  Street,  Belfast,  (see  also  p478 
for  council  election  news).  There  will  be  a 
motion  to  alter  the  Society's  financial  year 
to  begin  on  lune  1  and  end  on  May  31  in 
the  following  year. 


Monday,  September  22 
Glasgow  Tutor  Group.  College  of  Pharmacy 
Practice,  drug  information  room,  Glasgow  Royal 
Iniirmary,  at  7pm , 

Tuesday,  September  23 

Halifax  and  District  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 

Society,  post-graduate  medical  centre  Halilax 

General  Hospital  at  8pm .  Dr  A .  Belton,  "Better  the 

devil  you  know. .  ",  a  reflection  on  generic 

prescribing. 

Wednesday,  24  September 

Tayside  Health  Board  preregistration-pharmacists 
study  day,  small  lecture  theatre,  Dundee  Royal 
Infirmary,  9. 15am-4.30pm. 

Aylesbury  and  North  Buckinghamshire  Branch. 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association.  The  Red 

Lion,  Wendover  at  7.30pm  Diane  Miles  of  Vichy  (UK) 
Ltd,  "Face  Values". 


Advance  Inlormation 
Special  Lecture  in  Pharmacy,  at  The  School  of 
Pharmacy,  University  of  London,  29/39  Brunswick 
Square,  London  WCIN  lAX,  October  13,  at  4.30pm, 
Dr  lulius  Axelrod  (Nobel  Laureate)  on  receptor 
Mediated  Transduction  of  Neurotransmitter  and 
Hormone  Signals. 

Manchester,  Salford  &  District  Branch,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  annual  dinner  on 
October  23  at  7  30pm  at  Lancashire  County  Cricket 
Club,  Talbot  Road,  Old  Trafford,  speaker  Mr  David 
Sharpe,  FPS.  Tickets,  £10.  Details  from  Mr  Paul 
Benson,  280  Barlow  Moor  Road,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M21  2HA. 

Computers  in  retail  technology,  National  Exhibition  Centre, 
Birmingham,  March  11-13  1987  For  further  details  and  stand 
bookings  telephone  Geoff  Dickinson  01  222  9090 
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CROYDON  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
MAYDAY  HOSPITAL 

DISTRICT  PHARMACY  STORES  MANAGER 

We  have  a  vacancy  for  a  person  with  considerable  experience  in  handling 
Pharmaceurical  preparations  to  Manage  a  busy  Pharmacy  Stores  serving  all  the 
Hospitals  in  the  Croydon  Health  District,  You  will  be  working  in  a  modern,  well  equipppd 
Pharmacy  Department,  based  in  a  busy  Acute  Hospital  on  the  outskirts  of  London 
You  will  have  a  sound  knowledge  of  drug  products  and  their  storage  and  will  be 
expected  to  monitor  and  analyse  stores  activity  through  the  use  of  a  recently  installed 
Computer  System  The  Stores  Manager  will  have  supervisory  responsibility  for  lunior 
staff  working  in  the  stores  Routine  stores  work  will  require  the  post  holder  to  bo 
physically  fit 

The  salary  scale  is  £7188  rising  to  C9239  per  annum  including  London  Weighting  Brisir 
37  hours  per  week,  Monday  to  Friday 

For  further  information  and  an  informal  visit  please  contact  Trevor  Lowenhoff,  Principal 
Pharmacist  on  01-684  6999  extension  3506 

Job  flesrriptinn  and  application  form  from  Unit  Personnel  Department,  Mayday 
Hf.spii.il,  M.iyrl.iv  F^m.kI,  Thorntfiit  H.miIi,  Siirify  CR4  7YE,  extension  3530 


EASILY  RUN  WHOLESALE 
BUSINESS 
N/W  BASED 

•  Over  400  outlets. 

Plenty  of  scope  for  energetic 
person  who  is  looking  to  diversify. 
£45,000 

BOX  C&D3185 
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Business  for  Sale 


Agents 


FOR  SALE 

Manufacturing  business  for  hair  care 
products. 

Offers  invited. 
Contact:  Box  C&D  3181 


Biisinesses  Wanted 


WANTED 
HEALTHCARE  COMPANY 

A  major  client  is  seeking  an  acquisition  in  the  field  "( 
healthcare  and  self-medication. 

The  ideal  company  would  he  established,  with  a  stable  or 
growing  sales  vc)lume,  and  with  competent  management  who 
would  be  prepared  to  stay  after  acijuisition.  This  company's 
products  would  be  O.T.C.  healthcare  products  rather  than 
toiletries  or  cosmetics. 

Considerable  flexibility  is  available  to  tailor  the  form,  extent 
and  timing  of  the  purchase  consideration  to  the  vendor's 
requirements. 

For  further  information,  please  contact: 
— I    Stephen  N  David 

TpX-V      DAVID  GARRICK 

I    II  ^      39  Queen  Anne  Street,'LondonWlM9FA 
JL3CJ       Tel:  01-486  8142 

'    Telex:  8954102  BBS  LONC 


The  Professionals  in  buying  &  selling  companies 


Agents 


AGENTS 
WANTED 

ALL  AREAS 

to  sell  small 
quantities  of 
disposable 
nappies  at 
container  prices. 

051-708  6909 


AGENTS 
REQUIRED 

to  sell  Health  Tonics,  Fruit 
Juices  and  Nectars.  Calling 
Chennist  &  Health  Food 
Trades.  Wines,  Beer  and 
Cider  Agency  also  available. 
Excellent  rates  of 
commission.  Reply  in 
writing  to:  — 

JOHN  POWELL  WINES, 
HARDING  WAY,  ST. 
IVES,  HUNTINGDON. 
CAMBS.  PE17  4WR. 


MANUFACTURERS 
AGENTS  REQUIRED 

for  most  areas  of  the  UK  to  help  with  expansion 
programme  into  proprietary  medicines  and  toiletry 
market.  Part-time  or  full-time  agents  considered. 
Previous  experience  in  selling  into  retail  pharmacy  and 
wholesalers  preferred.  Competitive  prices  with 
continuous  promotional  support  available. 

Contact:  — 

MITCHEL  INTERNATIONAL  PHARMACEUTICALS  LTD 

59,  Victoria  Road,  Surbiton,  Surrey  KT6  4NG. 
Tel:  01  390  0958 


Labels 


DON'T  LOSE  OUT 

ORDER  YOUR  PRICE  LARELS 
FOR  CHRISTMAS  NOW. 

SAVE  20% 

ORDERS  PLACED  BEFORE  30  SEP.  WILL  BE  REDUCED. 
(THAT  BRIR6S  EACH  BOX  BELOW  £30). 
Guaronteed  Quality  —  Knowledgeable 
Service  —  Speedy  delivery. 

PHONE  0702-333761  anytime 


TOM  LYDON 

LOW  PRICE  LABEL  CO 

FREEPOST 

88  SOUTHBOURNE  GROVE, 
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA  SSO  3BR. 


TOP  QUALITY  §  ABCt  C 
SELF-ADHESIVELMOtLO 

FOR  COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER  USE 


DELIVERED  WITHIN  U  DAYS  OR 

NO  CHARGE 

THAT'S  THE  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 
PHONE  AMANDA  NOW! 

PARK  PRINTING  J  /  43 PARUAMPNT STREET  LIVERFOOl  I  H  ',RN    UD  It/UO  OOUU 


TO  ADVERTISE 
IN  C&D 
CLASSIFIED 

PHONE 
0732  364422 
AND  ASK  FOR 
ADRIAN  SMITH 


We  re  the  leading  ''quality  supplier 
for  Computer  or  Typewriter  labels  - 
we  cater  for  every  system 
We  Ve  also  an  excellent  range  of 
PLAIN  WHITE  CARTONS, 
DISPENSING  and  COUNTER 
BAGS,  DATE  STAMPS.  EXCLUSIVE 
GIFT  WRAP  RANGE 
Prompt  despatch  Keen  Prices 

^'eTos  752653 

(0532)      FOR  PROMPT  ATTENTION 


Wacka 
L/eeds 


harmaceutical 
"ackagmg  ^oboxmo 


Leeds LS1  U 


LoiitiiLl  Diiviii  Cotemtin  or 
Mike  Sprtnce  MPS 
Park  Systems  Ltd. 

■J)  -Jl  l\iiluuiH-nl  S/i.i(, 

Irl  ir.)-7IW  SSIIII 
Ti-h-x  t^2tlt^22 
Siiiyiipnrc  A^cnt^ 
Summit  Co. 

hiiliishiiil  I  s/dd', 
Sin'.;ipn,r  I  \  U 

^HBwrwiniiiiiiniiwinBMM 


Simply  the  besti 

The  Park  raii^c  of  CoDiputcr  Labelling  Systetus  simply  the  best 
Piove  it  for  yourself  with  a  14  day  Free  trial. 

SYSTEMS  FROM  C750  TO  THE  NEW  DISK-BASED  SYSTEM  800  AT  f1295  PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT  AND  INCLUDE  A 10%  NPA  REBATE 


APPROVED 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Market  Leaders  in  Pharmacy  labelling  systems  throughout  the  UK 


John  Richardson 
Computeii  Ud 


The  ONLY  specialist  labelling  company  chosen  by  the 
DHSS  for  the  PPA/Pharmacy  computer- linking  study 


bThe  country's  leading  supplier 
of  pharmacy  labelling  systems, 
rom  £1098  or  £7  85  per  week  -  10%  NPA  rebate  included 
E 


ffREEPOfI  Ptctton  POi  SBO  IcI.OIIl 


Shopfitting 


PHARMACY  STORAGE 


Shelf  &  Base  Units 

•  Inexpensive 

•  Ready  assembled 

•  Simple  installation 

•  Numark  recommended 


Details  from: 
Raystone  Contracts  Co, 
Unit  4,  Gresley  Rd  Ind  Est, 
Keighley  BD21  5JG,  W.  Yorks. 
Tel:  0535  661125 


si=i?Nic:i=  i=ci?  Ti-n 


i«=T/Vii.h-i/\i;m/Vc:y 


f^^^X  TT^  T       Scurl  Limited,  Lockerbie  House, 
^1       I    I  rV  I       Locarno  Road,  Tipton,  West  Midlands 
■      V>  W  X  \JL_<   DY4  9SD.  Telephone:  021-520  5671 


D.J.SHOPFITTINGS 

Shelving  systems  for  the  pharmacy  together 
with  all  ancillary  works.  Credit  facilities  and 
showroom. 

Unit  5,  Chantry  Court  Ind.  Estate,  Wythe 
Lane,  Carshalton,  Surrey. 

Telephone:  01-773  1921 


Stock  for  Sale 


QUOTES 

GENERAL  ADVICE 

PLEASE  CONTACT: 
MERVYN  GREEN  MPS 


EURIMPHARM  LTD 

UNfT  A6,  83  COPERS  COPE  ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT  BR3 1NR 
TEL: 01  658  2255  TELEX: 263832 


FOR  HOME  OR 
EXPORT  AT 
COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


KODAK  FILMS  AT  DISCOUNT  PRICES 


Pick  and  choose  out  of  the  biggest 
selection  of  branded  perfumery, 

FOR  PRICE  LISTS  ®  01-9600319 

01-9605752 

PASCOS(LONDON)  OPENSUNDAYS 
425c  HARROW  ROAD  10am-3piii 
LONDONW104RE  i 


DELIVERY  SERVICE  F.O.C.  UK  MAINLAND. 


Stock  Wanted 


WANTED 

SURPLUS 
STOCK.  CASH 
WAITING.  CAN 

COLLECT. 

ANYTHING 
CONSIDERED. 

Tel: 
(0633) 66097 


CHRISTMAS  1986 

BAGS,  WRAPPING  PAPERS, 
PURSE  CALENDARS,  CREPE 

PAPER,  CARRIERS,  GIFT 
TAGS,  PAPERMATE  PENS, 
DIARIES  ETC 
A  vailable  as  usual  from: 
JAMES  TOWNSEND 
&  SONS  LTD. 
PO  BOX  12,  WESTERN  WAY,  EXETER  EX1  2AB. 
Write  or  phone  Exeter  79731 
for  Chiristmas  List. 
Orders  accepted  now  for 
delivery  when  required. 


/JUST 
PERFUMES 


me,  Ravner 


457b  Alexandra  Avenue,  fTayners 
Lane,  Harrow,  Middx  HA2  9RY 
Largest  range  of  branded  perfumes 
in  UK  and  competitive  prices. 
Nationwide  delivery  service 
Open'ng  times: 
Monday  Friday  9  00am  6pm 
Sunday  10.00am  2  00pm 
Phone  for  new  price  list 
Callers  welcome  without 
appointment  at  all  times 
\  Tel:  01  868  1263 
XTelex  925045   ^ 


Retailers/Wholesalers 
Do  you  get  special  prices 

Exporter  Requires 

*  PERFUMES  -  all  major  brands 

*  GENERICS  ETHICALS  -  UK  brands 

*  TOILETRIES  -  job  lines  etc... 

Cash  Payment 

Telex:  895051 1  ref  1 3597001 
Telephone:  075  38  59738 


LEXDRUM 

0626834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 


LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 
:happle  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

.-.  0626  834077 
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IPEDPLE 


Six  newcomers 
in  NI  election 

Six  new  candidates  are  standing  for 
election  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland,  an  indication  that  renewed 
interest  in  pharmacy  politics  in  the 
Province  is  continuing. 

Last  year  the  Society  held  its  first 
election  for  thirteen  years  for 
pharmaceutical  chemists'  representatives 
to  the  Council,  after  two  newcomers  stood 
in  addition  to  the  six  Council  members 
seeking  re-election  (C&D,  September  21, 
1985,  p485). 

The  new  candidates  are:  Lesley 
Anderson,  secretary  of  the  Young 
Pharmacists  Group  of  Northern  Ireland; 
Terence  Hannawin,  community 
pharmacist  and  former  president  of  the 
Ulster  Chemists  Association,  and  member 
of  its  executive  since  1981;  Robin  Holliday, 
a  proprietor  pharmacist  and  vice- 
president  of  the  UCA;  Brendan  Kerr, 
community  pharmacist  and  founder 
member  of  the  YPG  (NI),  and  its  chairman 
since  1984;  Dr  James  McElnay,  a  lecturer 
in  the  department  of  pharmacy.  Queens 
University  Belfast;  and  Ronald  McMullan, 
pharmaceutical  officer.  Central  Services 
Agency  of  Northern  Ireland. 

Four  of  the  six  retiring  members 
standing  for  re-election  to  the  Council  are: 
John  Galbraith  (Belfast),  Joshua  Kerr 
(Belfast),  Malcolm  Napier  (County 
Armagh)  and  Margaret  Watson  (Armagh). 

Each  PSNI  member  has  six  votes  and 
voting  papers  should  be  returned  by  noon 
on  October  2,  to  73  University  Street, 
Belfast  BT7  IHL. 


Shadow  Heath  Minister  Frank  Dobson 
(centre)  at  Chemex  with  Conservative  MP 
John  WeUs  (left)  and  Trade  Exhibitions 
chief  Paddy  Maloney.  Around  5,750 
people  attended  the  three  day  show 


Peter  Arbiter  and  his  big  surprise  (photo 
courtesy  Western  Evening  Herald. 
Plymouth. 

Saying  goodbye 
in  g  big  way 

Tavistock  pharmacist  Peter  Arbiter  had  a 
big  surprise  in  more  ways  than  one  when 
workmates  gave  him  a  send-off  to 
remember  —  Rolypolygram  girl  Mandy 
Clarke. 

The  27-year-old  pharmacist  and  his 
wife  were  emigrating  to  Canada,  so 
workmates  at  Alton's  chemist  in  Estover 
decided  a  heavyweight  celebration  was  in 
order. 

Staff  from  the  four  branches  gathered 
in  a  back  room  during  the  lunch  hour, 
having  arranged  for  Mandy  to  shp  in 
unnoticed  —  not  easy  if  you  weigh  around 
13  stone.  Assistant  Sue  Hill  said:  "Peter 
was  very  shocked  when  she  walked  in, 
then  she  hugged  him  and  wished  him 
good  luck.  He's  quite  a  tall  man,  but  she 
lifted  him  right  off  the  floor  and  squeezed 
him." 

Other  witnesses  reported  that  Peter's 
face  was  covered  in  lipstick  by  the  time 
Mandy  left.  He  should  have  been  a  good 
match  for  his  car  —  his  workmates  had 
covered  that  m  messages  and  balloons. 

Lionhearts  run 

Workers  from  Leo  Laboratories  and  their 
families  were  one  of  the  largest  groups  to 
take  part  in  the  annual  Health  Heart  Run  at 
Harefield  Hospital  last  Sunday. 

Some  65  of  them  took  part  in  the  "Give 
a  child  a  chance"  fun  run  last  Sunday,  and 
Brenda  Heritage,  secretary  to 
communications  manager  Helen  Wright, 
told  C&D  that  they  hoped  to  raise  over 
£1,000  between  them  towards  a  children's 
transplant  unit.  Leo  also  paid  the  £3 
entrance  fee  for  each  runner. 

This  is  the  third  year  a  team  from  Leo 
has  taken  part.  They  were  inspired  by  the 
courage  of  medical  director  Dr  Brian 
Marsh,  who  himself  had  a  heart  transplant 
two  years  ago. 


New  Government 
health  team 

As  widely  predicted.  Health 
Minister  Barney  Hayhoe  and  his 
junior  Ray  Whitney  were  dropped 
by  Mrs  Thatcher  in  her  reshuffle  of 
the  Government's  junior  ranks  last 
week. 

Taking  over  from 
Mr  Hayhoe  is  Mr 
Anthony  Newton. 
Social  Security 
Minister  since  1984, 
he  was  first 
appointed  to  the 
DHSS  in  1982  as  an 
Under  Secretary. 
Political 
commentators 
regard  him  as  one  of 
Mrs  Thatcher's  ablest  Ministers. 

More  attention  has  been  focussed  on 
the  appointment  of  Mrs  Edwina  Currie  as 
Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  in  place  of 
Mr  Whitney.  Mrs  Currie,  who  became  an 
MP  at  the  1983  election,  is  a  former  health 
authority  chairman  and  is  regarded  as 
something  of  a  self -publicist. 

Completing  the  DHSS  team,  Mr  John 
Major  steps  up  to  replace  Mr  Newton  as 
Minister  for  Social  Security,  with  his  old 
deputy  role  being  taken  by  Mr  Nicholas 
Lyell. 


Come  on  Downs! 

Have  any  pharmacists  opened 
boxes  of  ostomy  products  from 
Downs  Surgical  recently  before 
dispensing  them? 

They  might  be  less  than  amused  at  the 
letter  inside  to  the  patient,  from  Stephen 
Heel,  manager  personal  products 
division. 

It  reads:  "The  next  time  you  require 
your  prescription  dispensing  please 
forward  this  in  the  envelope  provided, 
which  requires  no  stamp,  and  we  will 
ensure  that  your  prescription  will  receive 
our  immediate  attention." 

Biting  the  hand  that  feeds  you  is  one 
among  the  phrases  that  comes  to  mind. 

■  Nordisk-UK  are  to  give  £20,000  to 
encourage  clinically-related  research  into 
insulin-dependent  diabetes  in  the  UK  this 
year.  Applicants  should  write  to  Nordisk 
UK  Grant,  c/o  Nordisk-UK,  Highview 
House,  Tattenham  Crescent,  Epsom 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup,  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitslable,  Kent  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge,  Kent  TN9  IRW 
Registered  at  the  Post  Oihceasa  Newspaper  20/ 1 6/ 16s  Contents  ©  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1986.  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical; 
photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  of  Benn  Publications 
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ASPEOArANNOlJNCEM^ 


NOW  YOU  CAN  BOOST 
YOUR  NHS  SUPERANNUATION 

BENEFITS  BY  AS  MUCH  AS 
£75,986- OR  MORE-TAX  FREE. 


RETIREMENT  PLAN 

A  POWERFUL  WAY  TO  BUILD  UP  A  SUBSTANTIAL  RETIREMENT  NEST  EGG! 


Will  you  have  encmgh  money  to  enjoy  the  good 
things  in  life  when  you  retire?  You  may  need  far  more 
than  you  think.  Even  with  a  pension  from  the  NHS  you 
could  be  short  of  resources  to  realise  all  your  plans 
and  ambitions. 

That's  why  R.NPFN  created  the  Top-  up  Retirement 
Plan ...  to  help  you  save  for  retirement . . .  quickly. . . 
.safely . . .  affordably  This  plan  is  an  ideal  way  to  build 
up  a  large  tax-  free  lump  sum  to  invest  or  spend  on 
whatever  you  like  when  you  reach  the  age  of  60. 


You  contribute  a  fixed  amount  of 
your  choice  into  the  [)lan  every  month.  This  can  f)e  as 
little  as  SIO  or  as  much  as  1( )().  You  choose  the  amount 
that  suits  you . . .  SIO . . .  S2() . . .  S25 . . .  S50  -  whatever 


your  age  now,  how  much  you  contribute  and  investment 
conditions  in  the  future. 

Take,  for  instance,  a  woman  aged  34  who  con- 
tributes S20  per  month.  Based  on  current  bonus  levels, 
she  could  receive  S30,39{)  when  she  retires  at  age  60. 
And,  if  she  saves  S50  per  month  her  payout  could  be  a 
superb  575,986  tax  free. 

Now  that's  a  lump  sum  which  would  really  enable 
you  to  enjoy  your  retirement! 

But  that's  not  all.  From  the  moment  you  pay  your 
first  ccMitribution  your  life  is  insured  for  a  substantial 
amount.  If  you  should  die  before  age  60,  RNPFTM  would 
pay  a  guaranteed  cash  sum  to  your  beneficiaries.  So, 
you'll  have  the  peace  of  mind  of  knowing  that  if  anything 
happens  to  you,  your  family  will  be  taken  care  of. 


that  suits  you...  it  10...  520...  it25...ir50- whatever  AiH/A// 


When  you  start  contributing  t(  >  the 
Top- Up  Retirement  Plan  you  stand  to  gain  far  more 
than,  perhaps,  you  ever  thought  possible.  As  much  as 
S75,986  -  or  more  -  could  t)e  yours  with  no  tax  of  any 
kind  to  pay 

The  actual  lump  sum  you'll  receive  depends  on 


To  find  out  how  the  Top- Lip 
Retirement  Plan  could  help  you,  just  fill  in  the  coupon 
below  and  send  it  to  RNPFIN.  Please  note:  you  do  not 
h<ive  to  sign  anything  now<ind  there's  no  obligation. 
When  we  receive  your  enquiry  we'll  .send  vou  .i  hee 
[K'rsonal  quotation  of  benefits  plus  a  brochure  which 
ex[)lains  theTop-Up  Retirement  Plan  in  det<iil 


So.  complete  the 
coupon  today 
and  post  it  to 
RNPFN 
FREEPOST 
LONDON 
WC2N  6BR. 
No  stamp 
Is  necessary- 


Please  send  me  a  personal  illustration  of  I  x'licfils  and  l)r(K  hurc  U  >r  the 
lop- 1  Ip  Retirement  Plan  I  understand  llial  I  .ini  m  it  ( ( xniiiitted  in  .inv  w.iv 
hy  seiidint;  this  cou(K)n 


I  .iMi  tliinkint'dl  vniiik; 


month 


Miss'Mrs  M-..  Mr 


hrsi  Ndim-l  SI  inliill 


/  / 


146/V20/9 


A  NEW  LOOK  FOR  AN  OLD  FAVOURITE 
THAT'S  SURE  TO  BE  A  BEST  SELLER 

Weve  brought  back  ®^ 
the  zubes  horse  to 
bring  back  all  the  old 
selling  power! 


Winning 
flavours 


National  advertising  starts  autumn  i986 


FAST-MOVING  NATIONAL  BUS  SIDES 


SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER  TRADE  DEALS 


PLANNED  T.V. 
SUPPORT 
FOR  1987 


I  ht-y  not  only  taste  delicious  -  they're 
also  ^,tron><  on  couj^hs  and  sore  throats 


FmJNiS'  A  UTTLE  HOARSE-  ? 
30  SUCK  A  ZHBB 


Distributed  by-  Cussons  (V.K.)  Ltd..  Kersal  Vale,  Manchester  M7  OGL.  Telephone:  061-792  6111 


